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MAs?.\cHr«F.TT8. — At  the  celebration 
of  Wa8hing:ton’8  birth  day,  by  the  Wash- 
iiijertoii  Society  in  this  city,  1  heard  a  toast 
given,  I  think  it  was  by  Mr.  which, 

as  I  understand  the  matter,  defines  accu¬ 
rately  the  creed  of  the  whole  federal 
party;  of  all  the  disciples  of  Washington. 

“  LIBERTY  WITHOUT  LICExNTIOUSNESH - 

GOVERNMENT  WITHOUT  OPPRESSION 
Let  those  who  are  ardent  for  freedom,  I 
temper  their  zeal  with  discretion ;  but,  at  j 
the  same  time,  let  those,  whoae  sobered, 
matured  and  experienced  judgments  per- 
•eive,  and  acknowledge,  the  necessity  of 
government,  beware,  lest  theii*  professed 
and  sincere  attachment  to  government 
causes  them  to  encourage  that  government 
in  the  oppressions  it  practises.  Let  not 
the  friend  of  liberty  resist  by  violence  the 
law,  although  the  law  he  oppressive.  But 
let  not  the  friend  of  law,  countenance,  en¬ 
courage  and  supjKirt  oppressors,  because  he 
finds  the  warrant  for  oppression  in  a  law.  i 
Let  not  the  conscientious  opposers  of  w'ar, 
armies,  debts,  taxes  and  embargo,  think  of 
dissolving  tliis  union,  because  these  bitter 
fruits  have  been  protluced  by  it ;  neither 
let  the  friend  of  union  aid  in  prolong¬ 
ing  the  existence  of  these  calamities, 
merely  because  the  representatives  ol*  the 
union  have  brought  them  upon  us.  Let 
not  those,  upon  whom  the  evils  and  dis¬ 
tresses  of  our  present  condition,  are  sensi¬ 
bly  and  deeply  impressed,  look  to  a  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  union  as  the  remedy;  for 
horrible,  indeed,  ought  those  evils  and  dis¬ 


tresses  to  be,  w  hich  drive  us  to  such  a  re¬ 
medy;  a  remedy  which  must  be  a  curse  of 
incalculable  magnitude.  Rely  ujKm  it,  fel¬ 
low  citizens,  the  liberties  of  the  people  of 
every  stale  in  this  union  expire;  when 
they  separate  from  each  other.  Although 
we  are  subjected  to  sufierings,  unnecessa¬ 
ry  and  cruel;  to  oppressions,  as  foolishly, 
and  wickedly  commenced,  as  they  arc 
wantonly,  obstinately  and  ridiculously 
continued  and  although  a  separation 
from  the  union  may  relieve  us  from  these, 
yet,  he  assured,  we  should,  by  that,  only 
change  our  vinegar  for  gall ;  and  be  our¬ 
selves  the  magicians  to  turn  the  rods,  with 
which  I  own  we  are  dailv  lashed,  into 
scorjdons.  Let  m  remember,  and  remem¬ 
ber  it,  even  in  this  hour  of  our  deep  atilic  I 
lion  and  tribulation,  that  although  the 
men,  who  now  direct  the  destinies  of  the 
union,  are  pushing  us,  full  s|)€ed,  in  the 
downliill  road  to  ruin,  yet  the  time  hag 
deal,  w  hen  the  existence  of  that  union,  iU 
energies  being  under  the  wise  and  good 
men,  who  expired  with  the  last  century ; 
the  time  has  been,  w  hen  the  existence  of  the 
union,  w^as  the  cause  of  our  being  brought 
from  poverty  to  wealth,  from  weakness  to 
strength,  and  power  and  glory*  Remem¬ 
ber,  that  although  one  set  of  men  have  beea 
able  to  drive  the  nation  down,  from  the 
high  elevation  of  prosperity  it  had  reach¬ 
ed  under  others;  remember,  that  the  mad 
rulers,  wiio  seem  now  bent  on  destroying 
every  thing  that  is  left,  are  not  immortal ; 
remember  too,  that  although  an  honest,  a 
patriotic^  aja  intelligent  peofde  may  be  do* 
hided,  and  that  although  even  when  the 
delusion  is  dissipated,  even  when  they  be¬ 
gin  to  see,  and  to  see  Clearly  too,  with  the 
eyes  of  their  own  understandings,  they 
front  pride,  delay  the  acknowleilg- 
ment  of  their  convictions,  yet  no  people 
ever  had,  or  ever  can  have,  a  motive 
powerful  enough,  to  make  them  the 
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lunlary  vicliiiis  of  unmerited  and  unneces-  ing:ton.  In  that  dajr,  and  it  is  not  distant, 
aary ‘sufferings ;  of  self-inflicted,  but  una-  what  a  treasure  will  the  ifNioN  be  I 
vailing  torture.  .  The  people  of  Massachusetts  suffer; 

*  The  whole  l>ody  of  the  people  cannot  they  suffer  much ;  they  have  suffered  long; 
much  longer,  be  prevented  from  seeing,  and  even  now  they  cannot  hope  for  an 
what  so  many  already  see  and  feel.  Rely  end  to  these  sufferings,  from  either  the 
upon  it,  they  cannot  much  longer  trust  the  wisdom  or  kindness  of  government.  From 
miserable  bunglers,  who  amuse  them  with  a  people  in  despair,  a  huml)le  individual 
notlnng  hut  disaster ;  who  do  not  even  at-  as  I  am,  I  can  expect  little,  very  little  at¬ 
tempt  to  excite  them  by  any  thing  hut  tention.  But  I  will  venture  to  aj)proacli 
Rely  upon  it,  there  are  no  them,  if  not  with  the  councils  of  wisdom, 
charms  in  overwhelming  national  debt;  at  least  with  those  of  friendship.  1  will 
there  is  no  cheerfulness  under  the  opj.res-  entreat  them  to  he  patient;  to  continue  to 
aion  of  an  increasing  and  accumulating  endure,  until  no  beam  of  hope  is  seen  to 
taxation.*  An  everlasting  debt  and  an  cheer  them;  until  they  find  by  an  actual 
everlasting  taxation,  cannot  be  matter  of  and  a  proper  trial,  that  the  rest  of  the 
exultation  or  delight,  to  any  portion  of  tlie  union  is  deaf  to  their  complaints ;  insen- 
American  [>eopIc.  Rely  upon  it,  |>ersons  sil)le  to  tlieir  sufterhigs,  and  determined 
who  have  lived  by  commerce,  will  not  upon  continuing  their  distresses.  When, 
©onsent  to  be  inucli  longer  shut  out  from  after  a  jrroper  expei'imetit,  it  shall  he  ascer 

tained,  that  the  other  states  are  so  horrid¬ 
ly  infatuated,  as  to  he  willing  to  emlarc 
in  the  wisilora  of  men,  w  ho  return  the  pro-  cheerfully  the  bunions  and  privations  nu- 
ducts  of  labour  dead  upon  the  hands  of  the  der  w  hich  tliey  are  themselves  bent  dow  n 
labourer.  The  men  who  destroyed  com-  to  the  earth,  for  the  simple  purpose  of  hear 
merce,  will  not  much  longer  deceive  agri-  ing  the  music  of  the  groans  of  Massachu- 
culture  to  its  ruin.  Suicide,  inglonoiis,  setts;  then  I  shall  he  willing  to  say,  “  peo- 
uiinecessary  suicide,  you  must  expect  from  pie  of  Massachusetts,  8ei)arate ;  go  where 
no  people;  certainly  not  from  Americans.  3  on  can;  take  3^our  chance;  do  what  3'ou 
Our  remedy  is  in  the The  peo-  please!”  No  rea8onal)le  man  can  be  de- 
ple’s  own  remedy  is  in  themselves.  To  the  sired  to  si)end  his  days  in  a  mad  house, 
people  then  let  tlie  people  ap[>eal  t  They  But  we  have  not  come  to  that,  pet.  As 
Will  do  right  at  last ;  and  when  they  do,  much  as  you  may  find  yourselves  crimi- 
the  change  will  he  pernument.  A  new  nated,  insulted,  derided,  and  desinsal  in 
career  of  prosperity  and  gIor3',  will  then  the  prints  of  administration,  the  people  of 
be  opened  to  the  nation ;  and  all  the  the  other  states,  have  not  forgotten,  that, 
energies  of  the  union,  once  more  exerted  Massachusetts  was  the  cradle  of  Ameri- 
under  an  enlightened  and  skilful  guidance,  can  liberty;  that  (he  people  of  Massachu- 
will  once  more  produce  those  brilliant  re-  setts  are  their  friends  and  brothers.  Per- 
suits,  by,  which  they  were  once  distin-  anade  them  of  the  simple  truths,  that  you, 
guished.  When  we  have  brushed  away  and  they  too,  suffer,  and  that  grievously, 
these  busy,  buzzing,  French  insects,  who  and  without  aim,  purjmseor  hope  of  good ; 
ikuken  our  political  atmosphere,  while  appeal  to  their  sympathies,  their  kindness, 
they  do  nothing  but  sting,  and  vex,  and  their  affection,  their  understanding,  and 
pester,  those  u|)on  whom  they  feed^  we  you  will  not  appeal  in  vain.  But  appeal 
shall  once  more  hail  the  clear  sunshine  of  not,  I  conjure  you,  to  their  fears.  Hop© 
federalism;  we  shall  once  more  sit  undis-  not  to  persuade^  by  aUtnniru^  them.  A 
turbed,underthe  vines  and  fig  trees,  which  contempt  of  danger,  is  the  characteristic 
were  planted  for  us  in  the  days  of  Wash-  of  the  people  of  every  one  of  the  state. 


the  ocean;  nor  will  the  growers  of  rice, 
cotton  and  tobacco,  much  longer  confide 
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Ton  may  receive  from  their  goodness, .of  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 


what  years  of  struggling  would  never 
force  from  them.  You  may  derive  from 
their  goo<l  sense,  what  daggers  would  ne¬ 
ver  extort,  though  placed  at  the  breasts  of 
the  victims.  Your  distrust  of  the  admi¬ 
nistration,  your  i*eseutineiit  against  your 
op])ressors,  no  man  docs  or  will  blame* 
and  so  long  as  it  is  clearly  understood 
that  you  seek,  and  that  you  mean,  until 
driven  to  the  most  e^xlrcme  necessit}',  to 
seek  nnlressonly  by  constitutional  means* 
so  long  as  you  apjKjar  before  tlie  judgmcids 
and  the  affections  of  the  people  of  the 
union,  as  a  mere  component,  integral  part 
of  the  union,  addi*essing  us,  in  the  other 
states,  as  your  fellows,  as  your  eijuals,  as 
neither  less  nor  more  than  yourselves,  yon 
will  be  listened  to,  regarded  and  relieved, 
as  }  on  (Hight  to  be. 

The  state  of  3las.sac]uisetts  was  one  of 
the  original  parties  to  the  federal  compact. 
The  fortunes  and  the  destinies  of  every 
state,  were  committed  to  the  government, 
and  that  government  subjected  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  union.  1  do  not  mean  to  [say 
that  this  bond  mav  not  be  broken.  On  J 
the  coulrary,  1  have  no  doubt,  that  from; 
a  federation  of  sovereignties,  any  one  or 
more  of  the  sovereigns  may  secede,  if  it 
sees  fit  to  do  so.  But  1  do  say,  nevertlie- 
less,  that  only  the  most  extreme  necessity 
should  induce  to  the  measure.  And  1 
say  further,  that,  at  this  time,  that  neces¬ 
sity  docs  not  exist.  •  All  other  means  of  re¬ 
lief  should  be  first  tried;  and  1  insist  also, 
that  those  means  have  not  l>een  yet  trieil ; ! 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
not  had,  as  yet,  an  opportunity  of  deci¬ 
ding  and  acting,  upon  the  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence,  afibrde<l  by  the  present  state  of  the 
country,  so  as  to  show,  whether  they  mean 
to  continue  their  confidence  in  those  pub- 
Kc  malefactoi*s,  w^ho.are  coursing  us  in  the 
road  to  ruin ;  or  whether  they  mean  to 
dismiss  them  and  our  calamities  together. 

There  are  many  men  in  favour  of  the 
war,  who  are  not  in  favour  of  Mr.  Madison 
and  his  Junto.  There  are  some  in  favour 


who  considered  it  an  inexpedient  measure 
at  the  commencement;  but  these  will 
not  therefore  be  the  supporlers  of  Madison, 
or  any  member  of  his  hobbling,  ricketty  ail- 
ministration,  at  any  future  eleclion  df  pre¬ 
sident.  There  are  persons  wiio  deemed 
the  war  u/ijtisty  but  who  wisli  that  while  it 
continues,  our  own  country  may  receive 
as  few’  blow’s  as  possible  ;  w  ho  grieve  that 
the  feeble  arm  of  Mr.  Madison  lias  not 
been  able  to  ward  them  olf.  These  are 
not  the  friends  of  jMr.  Madison.  There 
[are  many  persons  who  ap’pi*ove  of  the 
war,  who  like  Mr.  Madison,  (strange  as 
it  may  appear,  and  does,  no  doubt,  to  you,) 
but  who  will  not  consent  that  another 
Virginian  shall  !)e  foi’  ted  upon  us,  in  the 
I  pereon  of  .James  jMonroe.  The  cement  is 
falling  conliiiually  from  ti.e  fabric  of  cor¬ 
ruption  ami  oppression,  and  our  ileliver- 
ance  is  at  hand.  But,  let  ua,  in  the  mean 
while,  be  reasonable,  moderate,  discreet, 
politic.  I..et  ns  not  draw  tlie  public  atten¬ 
tion  e//*,  from  the  investigation  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  administration;  from  tlie  contem- 
jilation  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  our 
country,  and  its  aiTaii-s  ;  let  us  place  these 
topics,  unincumbered,  unobscured  by 
other  considerations,  fairly,  truly,  and  in¬ 
cessantly  before  the  public  eye.  Let  us 
not  talk  of  disunion,  w  hen  w  e  mean  it  not ; 
nor  seem  to  have  any  feelings  but  for 
our  countr}%  when  we  have,  for  I  know 
we  have,  none  other.  When  we  should 
be  talking  and  thinking  of  our  weak  and 
ruin  spreading  administration,  let  us  not 
be  forced  to  divert  the  public  attention  to 
Massachusetts.  Let  us  not  be  forced  to 
examine,  whether  she  means  disunion  or 
not;  and  to  discuss,  whether,  if  she  does, 
she  is  right  or  not.  You  cannot  please 
our  ignoble  administration  better,  than  by 
diverting  the  popular  attention  from  thein^ 
to?/oM.  The  people  of  these  states  are 
attached  to  this  union,  from  interest,  from 
afiection,  from  habit  Washington  and 
the  union,  are  with  them  convertible 
terms.  Make  them  believe,  that  the  dis- 
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solution  of  this  uuioii  is  your  object,  and 
preferring  even  the  men  whose  iinbeci- 
Hty  they  acknowledge  and  despise;  in  o\> 
position  to  you,  they  will  continue  to  cling 
to  these  very  men.  And  there  are  men, 
many  men,  and,  1  will  add,  good,  honest 
federalists,  who  have  been  made  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  you  desire  to  separate,  and  mean 
to  do  it,  whenever  you  safely  cam  I  do 
not  believe  a  word  of  it.  1  KNOW  BET¬ 
TER!  But  the  men,  of  whom  1  have  been 
speaking,  when  you  put  it  to  them  to 
choose  (for  in  that  way  tliey  consider  it) 
between  separation,  anarchy  and  civil 
war,  on  the  one  side,  ami  Madison  on  the 
other,  would  take  the  latter  with  all  his 
sins  broad  blow  u  ami  thick  upon  him,  iu 
preference  to  you..  Kely  on  it,  1  speak  to 
you  only  sober  and  honest  truth. 

It  is  not  without  concern  tliat  I  have 
seen  the  dignified,  but  moderate  and  hrm 
course  pursued  hy  your  legislature,  con¬ 
demned  in  various  public  meetings.  Much 
it  to  be  allowed  to  excitenieut  You 
have  seen  your  commerce  broken  uf)  by 
the  war;i  you  have  seen  it  smothered  un¬ 
der  the  embargo;  you  find  your  property 
subjected  to  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of 
custom-house  officers  and  their  harpies, 
and  the*  great  charter  of  your  liberties 
wantonly  violated.  Resent  it,  I  conjure 
you ;  detest  and  denounce  the  iniquity. 
Teach  your  children  never  to  confide  in 
the  hypocritical,  double  dealing  iin[)ostors, 
who,  under  the  garb  of  republicanism, 
have' destroyed  the  trial  hy  jury ;  who,  by 
making  a  collector  of  the  customs  your 
judge,  and  that  not  even  ex  parte,  but  with¬ 
out  havingproof,  onauyside,  orofanysort, 
a  judge  and  an  executioner,  at  the  same 
time,  who  may  sieze  on  any  man’s  pro¬ 
perty.  Send  up  your  curses  whh  all  your 
strength,  iRl  they  r^ach  “  high  heaven,” 
and  mine  shall  go  with  them.  But  there 
stop ;  let  the  sacred  ark  of  our  union  re¬ 
main  untoucheil,  unthreatened.  Let  your 
fellow  citizens,  in  other  parts  of  the  union, 
be  left  to  the  uninterrupted,  undisturbed 
(feleslaticMi  of  the  depravity  which  has 


plunged  uf  unprepared,  unanomted, 
annealed^’*  into  a  wicked  war ;  in  the  unin- 
terrupteil,  undisturbed  contempt  of  the  im¬ 
becility  which  has  produced  from  it  only 
calamity,  disaster  and  disgrace,  let  us  be 
left  to  ponder  in  sober  affiictiou  upon  the 
Colly,  the  suicklal  folly,  of  entrusting  these 
malefactors,  again  wilh  the  public  welfare, 
ainf  I  promise  you,  that  even  without 
Massachusetts,  we  shall  by  the  next  pre¬ 
sidential  election,  be  able  to  shake  this 
cluster  of  night  mares  from  the  public  sto¬ 
mach.  But  if  our  time  is  to  lie  occupied 
ill  justifying  yot(,  instead  of  convicting  them^ 
we  can,  at  the  best,  only  hope  to  be,  as  ne 
were. 

People  of  Massachusetts !  repose  upon 
your  legislature  f  follow  the  firm  and  pru¬ 
dent  counsels  of  your  excellent  chief  ma¬ 
gistrate.  Complain,  and  complain  loudly  f 
complain  in  a  style  suited  to  the  wrong* 
and  oppressions  you  bear ;  but,  appeal  td^ 
your  brethren  tliroughout  the  union — they 
do  not  desire  your  misery — ^they  do  not  re¬ 
joice  ill  your  affliction ;  they  have  been 
made  to  drink  deeply  of  the*  same  bitter 
cup  wiiicli  has  been  forced,  overflowinj^ 
witli  gall,  upon  you.  'fhey  are  Ameri¬ 
cans,  as  you  are;  they  are  freemen,  as 
you  are ;  they  are  as  ready  to  die  for  li¬ 
berty,  as  you  are.  And  they  do  not  like 
war,  more  then  you  do;  nor  €inbarg(> 
neitlier;  nor  a  national  debt,  nor  heavy 
taxes ;  nor  do  thev  at  Iieart  admire  and 
love,  more  Ilian  you  do,  the  miserable  de- 
magogues,  who  liave  for  a  time  deluded 
them.  Have  patience,  therefore,  patience.^ 
“  By  time  and  patience,  even  the  leaf  of 
the  mulberry  tree  becomes  satin.” 

I  Why  should  you  desiiair  ?  Massachu¬ 
setts, , Connecticut,  Rhode  Islanil,  New- 
Hampsliire,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  uni¬ 
ted  in  one  unanimous  vote,  at  the  last  elec¬ 
tion  of  president;  patrlutism  dug  tlien  the 
grave,  in  which  the  ordinary  distinctions 
of  party  were  buried,  deep  in  the  earth. 
These  states  were  restored  to  their  senses 
iwiien  the  war  had  not  produced  that  over¬ 
whelming  torrent  of  disgratje,  with  which 
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iIb  authors  liavc  been  since  suffocated. 
Vermont  will  be  right  at  another  election. 
Marjiand  will  do  better  than  it  has;  and 
North  Carolina  is  a  reasonable  state. 
Party  rages  there  less,  than  in  any  other. 
North  Carolina  therefore  may  be  almost 
confidently  looked  tcl.  Ohio  is  not  des-. 
perute;  and  eur  commercial  sister,  New- 
Orleans,  is  every  thing  but  hopeless.  Why  [ 
then  despair  of  the  result  of  those  popular 
deliberations,  which  are  at  this  moment 
going  on  with  intense  interest,  from  the 
palace  to  the  hovel,  in  ever  corner  of  the 
United  States.  All  men  cannot  l^e  'Siire 
combine  ami  analyze  equally  welP^  all  can¬ 
not  discriminate  as  accurately  as  your  Mr. 
Dexter;  but  theycan  all  they  can  all 
fed!  And  in  GotPs  name,  wkat  more  is 
wanted  or  desired,  at  this  time.  See  and 
feel  ?  Aye,  multitudes  of  the  |)eople  can  do 
much  more.  1  have  been  familiar  enough 
among  people,  in  the  ordinary  walks  of 
life,  to  know',  that  many  and  many  ajxwr 
hard  working  man  has  as  strong  and  power¬ 
ful  perceptions,  as  those  wrho  never  think 
of8|)eakingto  them;  and  oftentimes  stron¬ 
ger  too.  And  if  we  would  only  talk  to 
them,  more^  and  scold  at  them,  less^  than 
we  do,  the  good  effects  would  very  soon 
be  apparent.  War  or  peace,  this  adminis¬ 
tration  ML8T  GO  down;  that  is, if  the  body 
of  the  people  have  any  thing  of  the  good 
sense,  which  I  am  republican  enough,  to 
insist  they  liavc.  The  administration 

MUST  GO  DOW'N- 

If  the  w  ar  corttimicSy  those  who  dp  not 
Itnow  personally  l^he  queer  gentry  who 
conduct  it;  who  took  back,  S4m|>ly  to  the 
imbecility  palpable  in  their  couduc%  when 
they  bad  some  seventy  thousand  men  of 
all  sorts  in  their  service,  may  readily  sec, 
that  the  nation  will  not,  cannot  confide 
the  management  of  its  affairs  to  Hiose  bun¬ 
glers,  who  vaunting  of  their  ability  to  take 
Canada,  canne^  prevent  pur  own  country 
from  being  invaded.  They  pretend  to 
talk  of  General  Smyth- s  gasconade!  they 
are  nothing  but  gasconade  themselves, 
from  top  to  toe.  On  the  other  haml,  if 


peace  is  made,  it  will  be  found  that  at 

least  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  MILLIONS 
have  been  added  to  the  national'debt;  and 
that  we  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  ot‘  ' 
either  turning  rogues  to  avoid  paying  our 
Just  debts,  or  of  subjecting  ourselves  to  a 
hea\y  and  everlasting  taxation.  Then, 
too,  we  shall  have  the  leisure,  calmly  and 
coolly  to  examine,  what  we  have  got  for 
all  this  ?  and  when  the  {teople  see,  and  see 
they  must,  that  they  have  got  for  all  this, 
just  nothing  at  all — a  worse  peace  than 
fair  negotiation  would  have  given  us,  ten 
years  l)€fore,  by  which  we  should  have 
avoided  all  our  sacrifices  of  blood  and 
treasure;  w'hen  they  shall  find  a  treaty 
more  meagre,  than  even  that,  which  Mr. 
Jefferson  slapt  into  the  faces  of  Monroe 
and  Pinkney  in  1806 — when  they  shall 
see,  and  the  matter  will  be  as  manifest  as 
the  light  of  heaven,  when  they  shall  see, 
that  they  have  been  the  dupes  of  knave¬ 
ry,  of  gpsconade,  of  imbecility,  w'ho  is  there 
ideot  enough  to  think  that  the  American 
people  will  be  such  fools,  as  to  put  the 
good  old  ship  again  under  the  command 
of  these  mere  land  lubbers.  Their  sailor 
jacket  and  trowsers  will  not  enable  them 
to  pass  themselves  off  upon  us,  for  good 
seamen,  a  second -Ume. 

Until  this  trial  comes  on,  let  us  be  pa¬ 
tient,  but  active.  And  when  you  get  the 
government  as  you  want  it;  when  you 
have  elected  a  president  you  like,  nobody 
will  accuse  you  jOI  deeirhig  to  dissolve  the 
union.  If  w  e  shall  be  aide  to  hold  Virr 
ginia  to  the  union,  then,  we  shall  dp  much. 
For  Virginia  w  as  as  eager  for  a  separation 
in  1798,  as  she  complains  of  your  being 
upw. 

Ik  that  however  as  it  may,  Virginia 
shall  not  be  president  again,  till  her  turn 
comes  round  again. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  us  one  and  all, 
cling  to  the  union.  Let  us  complain  that 
we  are  wronged;  let  us  convince  all  the 
people  of  all  the  states,  that  the  interest  of 
every  part  requires  a  change,  A  DEEP 
AND  RADICAL  CHANGE;  let  us  con* 
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fine  ourselves  to  this  sing;Ie  exertion,  and  i  England.  If  we  force  ourselves  for  the  iiw* 
our  couiilry,  rescued  from  destniclion,  I ®*‘'**®' 
will  behold  a^ain  the  GOLDEN  DAYS'! 


OF  WASHINGTON? 

THE  SOLITARY  PATRIOT; 

OR,  all  othkr  men  in  the  wrong  : 

A  temperate  ejaminution  nf  Mr.  Dejrter's  creed. 

MoT  ro — “  I  am  tJie  of  the  American 
world.”  Dexter  paraphrased. 

”  I  thank  thee  that  1  am  not  as  other  men 
are,  oppressive^  twjust,  or  even  as  this  publican.** 
Diiio. 

“Alas,  for  yon,  teacher  offlie  law  *  for  you 
have  tukm  un'a.y  the  key  of  knowledge  viz. 
the  right  of  free  di‘^cussion. 

“  Tako  lirst  the  boain  out  of  thine  own  eye, 
and  then  tlion  shall  see  clearly  to  take  the 
splinter  out  of  thy  brother's  eye.” 

By  a  man  wlio  knows  how  to  say,  plainly, 
**  1  will  not  accept  this  office.** 

FROM  THE  KOSTON  CENTINEL. 

No.  I. 

Every  freeman  has  an  undoubted  right  to 
Jay  his  sentiments  before  the  people.  The 
fedcraJists  ought  to  be,  and  I  trust  they  will 
be,  the  last  to  deny  this  right.  Every  man, 
also,  has  an  imdoiiKed  right  to  address  to  his 
fellow  citizens  such  letters  or  such  opinions  as 
he  thinks  will  make  him  most  popular,  and 
best  promote  his  election. 

Although  this  is  a  novel  practice  in  New- 
England,  yet  it  has  long  prevailed  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  and  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  natu- 
ral  rights  which  we  are  not  disposed  to  deny. 

On  the  otlier  hand,  Mr.  Dexter,  and  either 
his  old  or  his  iiew'  admirers  must  admit,  that 
it  is  competent,  nay,  that  ills  laudable  in  any 
man,  who  sincerely  thinks  Mr.  Dexter’s  opi¬ 


nions  erroneous,  and  calculated  to  do  mischief 
to  the  lilierties  and  rights  of  the  people,  to  ex¬ 
amine  those  opinions  with  frankness,  if  not 
with  all  the  conscious  satisfaction  with  wdiich 
Mr.  Dexter  arraigns  tliose  of  the  “  leading 
men  of  both  parties.” 

To  this  cawiid  caamination  of  Mr.  Dexter’s 
creed,  there  are  some,  however,  who  object. 
But  as  their  objections  arc  very  contradictory, 
they  destroy  each  other  ;  and  an  independent 
hut  plain  citizen  must  therefore  act  upon  his 


ment  hereaRer  will  be  proportionably  strong 
in  consequence  of  the  restraint.  The  man 
who  is  pushed  for  the  chair  of  state  by  such 
a  party,  and  by  such  means,  must  be  a  man  of 
consequence  to  you.  It  is  idle  to  sneer,  and 
affect  indifference.  ou  have  only  to  buckle 
to  your  duty,  and  submit  to  the  inevitable  ef¬ 
fects  of  human  frailty.  It  is  not  Uie  ffi*st 
time  you  have  known  tliat  men  will  be  ambi¬ 
tious,  nor  that  any  strong  passion  will  assume 
j  evciT  Protean  shajH)  to  accomplish  its  gratifi¬ 
cation. 

2d.  It  is  urged,  that  you  will  drive  over  Mr. 
Dexter,  and  his  personal  friends  to  the  other 
parly. 

Atisiver.  This  presumes  that  3Ir.  Dexter 
j  is  now  halting  betw’een  the  two  parties — a 
most  di.stressing  and  embarrassing  situation. 
It  is  plain  that  this  can  have  no  neighf^  and 
ought io  hnve  no  weight  with  those  wiio  bt;- 
lieve  that  lie  has  alreaily  chosen  his  side,  and 
most  decid  dlj;  and  that  he  has  detenniiicil  to 
I  put  himself  at  the  heail  of  the  same  party 
w'hich  (gerrymandered  the  state,  wLicli 
Ihreatencd  to  <lestroy  the  constitution. 

That  the  Gerry  ])aily  have  selected  him 
for  tlieir  chief,  is  iK>t  denied ;  and  an  able  law¬ 
yer,  (Mr.  Dexter,)  thus  selected,  cannot  fiiul 
i  it  in  his  heart,  or  in  liis  power,  to  say,  “  I  tle^ 

'  eline  accepting  the  office.”  He  says  that  he 
answered,  “  Jam  not  a  candidate  for  qfficc.** 

But  the  republicans  (as  Mr.  Dexter  calls 
them,  a  very  bad  oimm)  considered  this  an¬ 
swer  an  acceptance^  and  imprudently  set  him 
up.  Does  he  then  decline?  No.  Head¬ 
dresses  the  electors,  gives  his  creed,  satisfies, 
and  indeed  gives  great  joy  [see  the  paju:rs] 
to  the  d^ino<‘,rats. 

Yet  w'e  simple,  credulous  men  doubt 
whether  he  is  not  a  good  federalist,  and  are 
afraid  to  drive  him  over  to  the  naughty  side. 

The  second  answer  to  this  objection  is,  that 
it  implies  a  great  reflection  on  the  virtue,  pa¬ 
triotism,  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Dexter,  and  his 
friends,  to  suppose  that  his  or  their  principles 
hang  so  loose  about  them,  they  can  be  driven 
from  the  principles  and  party  of  Washington,  to 
to  that  of  Gerry,  Austin  awl  Madison,  merely 
because  an  obscure  and  humble  citizen;  iu 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  public  discussion, 
ventured  to  criticise  some  of  Mr.  Dexter’s 


own  Judgmeint,  and  his '  own  responsibility,  theoretical  opinions  ;  and  because  he  attempts 
The  objections  ur^d  are —  •  to  prove  that  Gov.  Strong  and  the  legislature 

“  '  ofMassachiisetts,  representing  the  feelings,  and 


1st.  That  the  examination  will  tend  to 
make  Mr.  Dexter  of  more  consequence. 

Ansicer.  A  man  is  necessarily  ^f  great 
consequence  who  is  set  up  and  sup[>orted  by 
so  desperate  a  party  as  that  which  drove  Mr.  \  sent  them. 


supported  by  the  ’affections  of  sixty  thousand 
men,  are  not  so  seditions,  so  dangerous  men, 
;  as  Mr.  Dexter’s  letter  would  seoju  to  repre- 


GerRy  to  such  violent  extremes.  '  A  man 
who  is  trumpeted  and  praised  with  such  un¬ 
disguised  hilarity  by  the  siipiwrters  of  Gov. 
Gerry,  cannot  long  be  an  object  of  indiffer¬ 
ence  ttf  those  who  would  preserve  the  sober 
institutions,  and  the  sacred  riglits  of  New- 


Thcre  are  many  more  objections  urged 
against  writing  on  this  topic — such  as  that 
Mr.  Dexter’s  letter  favourable  to  us;  that  it 
is  mortifying  to  the  democrats  ;  and  that  it 
will  hurt  his  pride  if  we  neglect  to  answer 
him.  To  all  which  we  briefly  reply,  that  it 
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^ange  tlie  federal  editors  have  none  of  them 
praised  it,  if  it  is  so  favourable  ;  and  equally 
singular,  that  the  democratic  papers  should 
1‘eel  such  riotous  joy  at  it,  and  that  a  inan*s 
^Vanity  (if  vanity  can  be  supposed  to  exist  in 
the  breast  of  a  great  man)mi^/i/  lead  him  to 
believe  that  the  silence  of  the  federal  party 
Was  owing  to  their  dread  of  his  talents,  and 
the  overbearing  influence  of  his  arguments. 

It  so  hap]>ens,  that  none  of  these  argu¬ 
ments  convince  the  writer  of  this  piece  that 
he  is  to  play  the  cowardly  part  of  seeing  his 
most  excellent  Governor  attempted  to  be  dis¬ 
placed,  his  character  and  conduct  arraigned, 
the  measures  of  the  federal  ]>arty  denounced 
as  “  undermining  the  principles  of  civil  socie¬ 
ty,”  and  yet  sluud  a  base  and  silent  sjHjctator. 

It  has  pleased  .Mr.  Dexter,  unsolicited^  to 
speak  of  klniself.  The  writer  will  also  take 
the  same  liberty,  and  witli  at  least  as  much 
inwlesty.  He  is  a  private  citizen.  lie  holds 
no  office  of  honor,  profit  or  tnist  in  the  state  ; 
and  he  can  add,  (though  Mr.  Dexter  rviU  nol) 
that  he  tv  ill  accept  none.  But  he  is  one  of  the 
sixty  thousand  men  who  elected  the  rulers  of 
Massachusetts.  He  is  bound  not  only  to  re¬ 
spect,  but  defend  them^  if-  he  approves  their 
conduct.  They  have  acted  like  wise,  prudent, 
judicious  rulers.  They  have  taken  the  liber¬ 
ty  to  say  al)out  half  as  much  as  Mr.  Dexter 
has  done  against  some  measures  of  the  na¬ 
tional  government.  I  do  not  perceive  that 
they  had  not  as  much  right  as  he  had.  Y  et 
for  this  they  are  accused  of  sedition,  of  a  de¬ 
sign  to  divide  the  union,  and  of  other  traitor¬ 
ous  and  foul  deeds. 

Other  men  may  exercise  a  happy  indiffer¬ 
ence  about  the  character  of  our  nilei*s — but 
it  having  pleased  God  to  bless  the  writer  with 
a  love  and  respect  for  Governor  Strong,  and 
a  warm,  aflectionate  heart  and  feelings  to¬ 
wards  his  friends  and  benffactorSf  though  a 
simple  citizen  he  now  throws  the  gauntlet  at 
Mr.  Dexter’s  new  friends.  He  will  defend  his 
state  rulers,  their  purity,  their  modeiation, 
their  wisdom,  against  any  hostile  assaults 
whatsoever. 

I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  Mr.  Dexter 
4loes  not  accuse  any  body  of  men  by  name. — 
It  is  true.  His  letter  is  very  covert,  and  ve¬ 
ry  much  Kke  the  speech  of  an  able  lawyer  in 
a  had  cause^  He  stops  all  the  chinks  tluough 
which  you  can  sec  light. 

But  this  was  the  reflection  of  a  plain,  honest, 
simple  citizens  on  reading  Mr.  Dexter’s  let¬ 
ter  : — 

“  If,  said  1  to  myself,  Mr.  Madison  himself 
could  have  dictated  jnst  such  a  letter  as  he 
pleased,  to  effect  the  election  of  a  man  who 
applauded  his  WARasjws/  /  who  would,  if  he 
should  be  elected^  turn  out  all  the  militia  of 
Massachusetts  to  perish  in  Canada ;  loan  all  the 
maney  in  the  treasury  of  the  stata,  and  borrow 
as  mttrh  more  to  carry  on  MadlsotCs  tvar^  he 
would  have  naade  it  jutt  suck  aa  one  as  Mr. 
Dr.xter’.c.*^ 
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This  letter  1  mean  to  examine  candidly, 
coolly  ;  but  tboix)ughly.  For  the  uprightness, 
disinterestedness,  and  sincerity  of  the  writer’s 
views  he  appeals  to  that  tribunal  where  alone 
the  secrets  of  men’s  hearts  are  laid  open.  For 
tlie  fairness  and  ability  with  which  it  will  be 
done,  he  reposes  on  his  fellow  citizens  whom 
he  requests  to  compare  accurately  his  re- 
mai’ks  and  cx>mments  with  Mr.  Dexter’s  text. 


NO.  II. 

In  examining  the  sciitiraents,  or  the  prodiie- 
tioiis  of  any  man,  it  is  not  only  the  most  natu¬ 
ral,  but  the  fairest  course,  to  inquire  lii-st,  what 
was  the  real  meaning  of  tlie  author,  and  what 
were  his  intentions  and  objects. 

It  is  certainly  a  inislortene,  when  a  man 
with  honourable  views,  expresses  himself  in 
such  a  maimer,  as  to  leave  doubts  in  the  minds 
'  of  those  to  whom  lie  addi-essos  himself,  what 
his  real  meaning  and  wliat  his  objects  are. 

The  most  cliaritablc  construction  that  you 
can  possibly  put  upon  a  paper  so  ambiguous  is, 
that  the  writer  had  not  clear  conceptions  of 
his  subject.  11‘,  liow'evor,  his  talents  and  cha¬ 
racter  be  such  as  to  oblige  you  to  reject  this 
charitable  conclusion,  you  are  compelled  to 
believe,  that  the  ambiguity  and  confusion  of 
ideas  were  inieutioiial. 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  decide,  that  such  were 
Mr.  Dexter’s  intentions.  Further  still  be  it 
froui  us  to  intimate,  tliat  he  has  endeavour^ 
as  far  as  possible,  to  give  Oie  weight  and  au¬ 
thority  of  his  name,  to  the  accusations  which 
Mr.  Gerry,  in  1811,  and  his  partisans  since, 
Irave  advanced  against  the  federal  party. 

Unhappily,  however,  so  ambiguous  is  his 
language,  and  so  favoui*able  to  these  calumnies, 
that  the  democrats  have  d.»*awn  the  following 
inferences  from  them.  I  quote  their  words  : 

“  1st.  That  Mr.  Dexter  does  not  decline  aa 
election.” 

li  this  be  true,  he  means  to  oppose  the  r«- 
electim  of  Governor  Strong. 

”  2dly.  That  it.is  our  duty  to  unite  hi  sup¬ 
port  of  this  war.” 

If  this  be  time,  then  all  Massachusetts  has 
lieen  hitherto  wrong,  I  forbear  at  this  mo- 
;  ment  to  discuss  this  question,  till  1  take  up 
Mr.  Dexter’s  words. 

“  3dly.  That  Mr.  Dexter  is  satisfied  of  the 
justice  qf  this  nar,** 

If  this  be  tine,  he  differs  from  70  or  80,000 
of  the  people  of  this  state.  We  shall  show, 
hereafter,  that  lie  is  incjnsistcnt  with  kiniseff; 
a  species  of  inconsistency  much  moro  impor¬ 
tant  to  his  character  as  a  statesman. 

”  4thly.  That  the  leaders  of  the  federal 
party  are  attempting  to  dissolve  the  union.” 

If  tills  be  a  correct  statement  of  Mr.  Dex¬ 
ter’s  opinions,  it  proves  that  he  has  added  the 
authority  of  his  name  to  the  most  unfouuded 
calumnies. 

“  5thly.  That  there  is  no  evidence  that 
Great  Britain  would  have  arcopted  of  reason¬ 
able  terms  of  pt'are.” 
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If  Mr,  Dexter  Ijj^s  S2s,id  tbiF,  he  certainly 
lias  advanced  an  opinion,  which  is  not  support- 
<xl  by  the  public  documents. 

“6th!yv  That  our  government  will  meet 
Great  Britain  upon  honourable  Umis  as  soon 
as  she  is  disposed.” 

If  this  is  a  fair  inference  from  Mr.  Dexter's 
letter,  it  is  contradictory  to  some  of  Mr.  Dex¬ 
ter's  private  declarations ;  it  is  a  compliment 
to  the  sincerity  and  virtue  of  Mr.  Madison,  to 
which  we  shall  prove  (if  proof  is  necessary) 
that  he  is  least  entitled  of  any  niaq  in 
America. 

“  7thly.  That  the  course  pnrsued  by  the 
federalists  tends  to  prolong  the  irar^  to  dis¬ 
grace  the  nation,  and  to  sever  the  u/iio/i.” 

Jf  IMr.  Dexter  has  given  them  a  right  to 
draw  such  an  inference  from  his  letter,  the 
federalists  ought  either  to  esteem  Mr.  Dexter 
their  most'  inveterate  enemy,  or  they  ought 
one' and  all  to  humble  themselves  iii  ashes,  for 
their  folly,  their  wickedness  and  corruption.* 

For  their  folly,  because  when  all  they  sigh 
after  being  peace,  they  adopt  a'coui'se  to  pro¬ 
long  the  war.  • .  j  . 

•  For  their  mckedness  in  charging  their  ene¬ 
mies  with  the  nation,  first  by  wa¬ 

ging  an  unjust  war,  and  then  carrying  it  on  by 
means  so  unjustifiable,  w  liilo  they  'themselves 
(according  to  the  opinion  imputed  to  Mr,  De>r- 
/fr)'are  pursuing  a  course  tending  to  disgrace 
the  nation.  '•  ' 

'  For  their  comiption,  in  pretending  a  regard 
for  the  constitution,  in'  professing  a  wish  to 
preserve  the  union,  while  they  are  striving  to 
sever  it.  •'''  ‘ 

Let  it  be  remarked,  I  am  not  the  first  to  ac¬ 
cuse  Mr.  Dexter  of  any  such'caluimiies  against 
the  federalists. 

I  simply  say  that  such  are  the  inferences 
which  the  democrats  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  draw'  from  his  letter,  in  the  very  paper  in 
which  they  publish  it. 

•  I  go  further ;  if  I  bad  nothing  further  or  more 

weighty  to  urge  against  the  adherents  of  Mr. 
Gerry  and  Mr.  Madison,  than  the  unfairness 
of  these  inferences,  I  shoukl  think  them  a 
Very  honest’ party,  for  J'did  think  arid  still  think 
Mr.  Dexter’s  letter  gives  them  a  fair  right  to 
draw  such  inf  erects,  ‘  ' 

Thanks  be  to  that  Being  who  ever  has,  and, 
I  trust,  ever  will  watch  over  the  good  people  of 
this  moral,  religious  and  orderly  state  ;  their 
character,  their  views  and  their  motives  are 
iiot  to  be  settled  by  the  opinions  orinsihuations 
6f  any  man,  however  respectable,  whether 
those  opinions  were  uttered  w'itli  a  view  to 
promote  his  election  or  iiot, 

•  My  great  object  is  to  see,  first,  whether 

Mri  Dexter  has*  either  directly  or  indirectly; 
openly  or  covertly,  by  direct  assertion  or  iim- 
Cudo,  given  colour  to  these  democratic  infer- 
t»nces.  I  shall  not  pursue  their  order;  but  niy 
f>nm ;  and  I  shall  be  governed  by  forming  the 
dtderof  my  inquiry,  by  tlie  atrocity  of  the 
charges.  *  v  ‘  ‘  ^  .  . ,  •  . 

t . 


I  shall  begin  with  the  charge  which,  the 
mocrats  say,  Mr.  Dexter  makes  against  the  fe¬ 
deralists,  of  an  intent  to  sever  the  union. 

Here  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  Mr.  Dex¬ 
ter  appears  to  mo,  (a  simple,  plain  citizen,)  to 
go  further  tliaii  his  new  supporters,  the  deino^ 
crais. 

They  simply  say,  that  Mr.  Dexter  chargen 
us  w  ith  a  design  to  sever  the  union.  Now  it, 
is  certain,  that  this  docs  not  imply  a  design  or 
a  tendency  to  destroy  “  civil  society.** 

Ileaj*  then  Mr.  Dexter.  ”  At  the  same  time 
he  is  utterly  unable  to  reconcile  sotru  of  the 
leading  measures  of  the  federalists,  as  to  the 
latter,  (the  war,)  with  tlie  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  of  civil  society,”'  3Ir.  Dexter's  leUer, 
Ijet  us  pause  here.  If  they  cannot  be  re^ 
enneued,  tlicy  are  opposed.  It  is  not  the  in¬ 
temperate  language  of  the  news[>ap«TS,  or  of 
jiarticular  towns,  but  the  measures  of  the  fe¬ 
deral  party,  which  Mr.  Dexter  cannot  “  recon¬ 
cile  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil 
socic’.ty.” 

What  are  those  measures?  The  speeches 
of  the  governor,  the  answ’er  of  the  legislature, 
and  their  acts. 

Have  they  opposed  the  government  by  force  ? 
No.  ‘  Have  they  ever  intimated  they  should 
doit?*  No. 

What  then  are  their  measures?  The  ex¬ 
pression  of  an  opinion  that  a  war,  which  Mr. 
Dexter  thinks  inexpedient,  but  which  he  de¬ 
clares  just,  on  a  ground  that  ceased  to  exist 
five  days  after  its  declaration,  ought  not  t# 
be  persevered  in  or  suppJorted. 

The  only  measure  to  which  he  can  Iiave  re¬ 
ference,  that  1  can  conceive  of,  in  relation  to 
the  war,  (for  it  is  on  this  jHiint  he  utters  this 
sarcastic  sentence,  which  even  the  deinoc*rats 
I  would  not  copy,)  is  the  refusal  of  the  gover- 
I  nor  to  permit  the  throats  of  the  militia  to  be 
cut,  in  a  case  in  w’hicli  he  and  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court  of  this  state,  thought  they 
could  not  he  constitutionally  ordered  out. 
This  is  the  only  measure,  of  com*se  the  only 
leading  measure,  of  the  federalists  against  the 
war.  But  Mr.  Dexter  has  been  pleased  to  say 
more  unjust  things  agaihst  his  late  political 
friends,  which  we  shall  show  hereafter. 


Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  War,  accompanied  with  sundry  docu^ 
ments^ ;  in  obediente  to  a  resolution  of  the 
3\st  of  December  last,  requesting  such  ir^or- 
malim  as  may  tend  to  explain  the  causes  of 
the  failure’ of  the  amis  of-  the  United  States 
on  the  northern  frontier, 

I  Concluded,  from  page  296.] 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wil¬ 
kinson  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Head 
Quarters,  Malone,  military  district  No.  9,' 
December  6,  W3, 

“  Your  three  letters  of  the  25th  ultimo 
came  to  hand  on  the  30th ;  and  I  am  happy  td 
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f  fid  that  I  had  anileipatcd  the  views  commu¬ 
nicated  in  those  letters,  as  far  as  respects  the 
security  of  our  Hanks  and  centre.  When  I  or¬ 
dered  Major  General  Hampton  to  reinforce 
the  post  of  the  Four  Corners,  it  was  under  the 
impression  that  Cumberland-head  was  guard¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  moment  I  was  undeceived  and 
apprised  of  the  exposed  situation  of  our  de¬ 
pot  at  Plattsburg,  the  order  was  countermand¬ 
ed,  as  you  have  seen  from  the  documents 
which  I  have  transmitted  you.  You  must  al¬ 
io  have  perceived  from  those  documents,  that 
I  was  not  insensible  of  the  importance  of  con¬ 
densing  our  force,  and  that  1  had  made  a  pro¬ 
position  respecting  quarters  preparatory  to 
inch  an  event.” 

^  Abstract fr(nn  the  report  of  the  atfjvtant  general 
of  General  Wilkinson's  army^  showing  the 
whole  number  of  noncommissioned  officers^ 
musicians,  and  artificers  of  the  several  re-- 
giments  and  corps,  on  December  1,  1813. 


Light  artillery 

- 

- 

472 

2d  re 

“giment  artillery 

- 

117 

3d 

ditto 

- 

- 

675 

5th  regiment  infantry 

- 

495 

6th 

ditto 

- 

- 

549 

nth 

ditto 

- 

- 

454 

12th 

ditto 

- 

- 

500 

13th 

ditto  . 

- 

- 

.591 

14th 

ditto 

- 

- 

295 

15th 

ditto 

- 

- 

648 

20tli 

ditto 

- 

- 

3:i6 

21st 

ditto 

- 

m 

841 

22d 

ditto 

- 

- 

455 

25th 

ditto 

- 

• 

578 

Riflemen 

- 

263 

Note — The  two  regiments  of^ light  dragoons, 
which  had  made  part  of  General  Wilkinson’s 
force  in  descending  the  St.  Lawrence,  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  return,  these  corps  having  been  de¬ 
tached  to  Utica. 

Extract  (f  a  letter  from  Major  General  WiU 
Hinson  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Malone, 
December  8,  1813. 

“  The  unavoidable  delay  of  the  express  (as 
no  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  mail  from  this 
place)  enables  me  to  send  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  General’  Izard,  dated  the  6th  in¬ 
stant,  which  exhibits  additional  expositions  of 
the  pernicious  and  unwarrantable  conduct 
of  Major  General  Hampton^  1  will  not  charge 
this  man  with  traitorous  designs,  but  1  appre¬ 
hend,  in  any  other  government,  a  military 
officer  who  first  defeated  the  object  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  by  disobedience  of  orders,  and  tlien, 
without  authority,  furloughed  all  the  efficient 
officers  of  the  division  he  commanded  on  a  na¬ 
tional  frontier,  in  the  vicinity  of  an  enemy, 
would  incur  heavy  penalties.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  fro’in  Brigadier  General 
Jsard  to  Mi^or  General  Wilkinson,  dated 
Plattsburg,  December  6,  1813. 

“  There  is  an  unavoidable  delay  in  the  re¬ 
turns  of  the  regiments  of  this  division,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  extreme  inexperience  of 
the  officers  of  all  grades,  now  with  them  ;  al 
inost  every  efficient  officer  is  either  sick,  or 


was  furloughed  by  Major  General  Hampton  at 
the  moment  of  his  own  departure ;  those  that 
remain  are  barely  enough  to  perform  the 
routine  of  duty  in  this  cantonment.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  WUn 

kinson  to  the  secretary  qf  war,  dated  Malone, 

Dec.  24,  1813. 

“  I  believe  I  have  not  hitherto  transmitted 
you  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  took 
place  between  Commodore  Chuancey  and  my¬ 
self,  the  day  before  I  sailed  from  French 
Creek,  and  I  do  it  now  to  show  you  what  were 
my  anticipations  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  left  behind  me,  and  how  delusive  were 
all  the  promises  made  to  me  Uiat  my  rear 
should  be  protected.” 

French  Creek,  Nov.  4,  1813. 

JDear  Sir — I  w  as  so  ill  yesterday  1  could  not 
call  to  see  you ;  and  I  now  send  up  to  say  that 
I  shall  sail  this  evening ;  and  if  I  am  not  ob¬ 
structed  by  the  enemy’s  armed  vessels  which 
may  have  slipped  down  the  other  channel,  1 
shall  pass  Prescott  to-morrow  night,  or  land  the 
next  morning  to  take  the  place,  if  1  cannot  pass 
it  without  tc^  great  hazard.  As  this  operation 
may  require  three  or  lour  days,  it  is  not  iiiipro- 
babie  the  enemy’s  squadron  may  make  some 
attempts  to  destroy  my  boats ;  and  therefore  I 
must  entreat  you  to  w  atch  his  every  motion, 
and  to  give  my  flotilla  every  protection  in  your 
power. 

VVe  are  a  match  for  the  gun  boats  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  inferior  to  armed  schooners,  and  there, 
fore  could  you  consistently  spare  ns  the  Pert- 
or  some  armed  vessel,  to  run  down  to  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Ogdensburg,  and  immediately  return,  it 
would  add  security  to  our  movements. 

Major  Johnson  will  have  the  hontir  to  deliver 
you  this,  and  i  will  thank  you  for  any  inibrroa- 
tion  you  can  give  me  revspecting  the  movements 
of  the  enemy. 

I  wish  very  much  to  say  farewell  to  you,  but 
I  am  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  your  situation, 
and  my  disease  having  changed  into  a  violent 
t  inflammation  of  tlie  breast,  J  dare  not  get  wet. 
If  then  it  is  destined  that  we  are  not  to  meet  a- 
gain,  I  will  leave  with  you  my  prayers  lor  long 
life  and  laurels  in  this  world,  and  everlasting 
happiness  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Farew'ell,  my  friend,  and  may  your  country 
understand  your  skill  and  valor  as  well  as  does 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Commodore  Chauncey. 

Correspondeoce  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
colonel  Porter  and  general  M‘Clure,  &c 
War  Department — February  23,  1813. 

Sir — As  the  enemy’s  Ibrce  and  defences  on 
the  Canada  side  of  the  Niagara  river  are  un¬ 
derstood  to  be  weak ;  as  your  force  Is  respecta¬ 
ble,  and  supposed  to  be  competent  to  a  sne- 
cessfiil  attack  of  these ;  and  as  the  season  has 
now  furnished  yon  with  a  bridge,  as  well  lor 
retreat  as  advance,  it  is  thought  advisable  that 
you  do  not  permit  circumstances  so  favorable 
to  escape  without  making  a  stroke  on  such 
points  of  the  enemy’s  line,  as  may  be  most 
within  yonr  reach.  If,  after  leeliiig  the  ene- 
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my  at  fort  Eric,  you  sliould  find  yourself  ablej 
to  extend  your  attack  to  fort  Gcoi'ge,  it  will  bej 
desirable  ;  but  of  this  you  can  judge  best  after 
your  first  experiment.  To  an  old  soldier,  like 
yourseH*  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  more  into  de¬ 
tail.  You  know  what  you  ought  to  do,  and 
von  will  do  it.  Ccinuuinicate  this  letter  to 
lieutenant  colonel  Doci^tlcr,  and  ac'ceiit  tlic  as- 
sura.nre.s  of  iiiy  i’espe<‘t  and  good  wishe<^. 

(Signed)  JOHN  AUMSTUOXG. 
Colonel  Porter,  light  artillery,  command- 
ing  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates  on 
the  Niagara  river, 

Extract  of  a  let  ter  from  major  general  Dear¬ 
born  to  the  Secret ai'y  qf  (f  ar,  dated  Albany, 
March  2b,  1813. 

.  “  Colonel  Porter  informs  me  that  he  iiad 
commenced  the  necessary  preparations  for  an 
attack  on  fort  Erie,  but  the  desertion  of  a  ser¬ 
geant  prevented  his  carrying  his  intended  at¬ 
tack  into  operation.  Two  officers  with  six 
men  pursucil  the  sergeant  so  far  as  to  be  sur¬ 
rounded  on  the  ice,  and  wore  , made  prisoners. 
Fort  Eric  was  immediately  reinforced,  and  he 
bad  given  over  any  immediate  movement.” 

Letter  from  colonel  Scott  (2d  artillery  regi¬ 
ment)  to  major  general  IVilkinson, 

Fort  George,  Monday,  7  o'clock,  P,  M. 

October  11,  1813. 

Sir — Within  the  last  five  minutes,  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  by  “  The 
Lady  of  the  Lake.” 

The  enemy  has  treated  me  with  neglect. 
He  continued  in  his  old  positions  until  Satur¬ 
day  last,  (the  9th)  when  be  took  up  his  retre^at 
on  Burlington  heights,  and  has  abandoned  this 
n  hole  peninsula.  Two  causes  are  assigned  Ibr 
this  precipitate  movement ;  the  succour  of  Proc¬ 
tor,  who  is  reported  to  have  been  entirely  de¬ 
feated,  if  not  taken  ;  the  otlicr  tlie  safety  of 
Kingston,  endangeml  by  your  raovemeut. 

Wc.  have  had  from  the  enemy  many  desert¬ 
ers,  most  of  whom  concur  in  the  latter  supposi¬ 
tion. 

The  British  burnt  every  thing  in  store  in  this 
neighbourhood ;  3,000  blankets,  many  hundred 
stand  of  anus,  also  the  blankets  in  the  mens* 
packs,  and  every  aiticle  of  clotliiug  not  in  actu¬ 
al  use. 

They  arc  supposed  to  have  reached  Bittling- 
ton  heights  last  evening,  from  the  rate  of  their 
march  the  night  before.  I  have  information  of 
their  having  passed  “  the  40,”  by  seveiul  in¬ 
habitants  who  have  C/ome  down.  They  add  to 
what  was  stated  by  the  deserters,  tliat  two  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  41st  had  joined  general  Vincent 
from  Proctor’s  army,  with  the  information  that 
Proctor  was  defeated  1 8  miles  this  side  of  Mal¬ 
den.  I  cannot  get  particulars. 

From  the  same  sources,  of  intelligence,  it  ap¬ 
pears  th^t  the  49th,  a  part  of  the  100th,  and  the 
voltigeurs,  moved  from  this  neighlmurhood  the 
day  alter  our  flotilla  iefttliis,  the  3d  instant,  but 
wii'n  what  destination  is  not  certainly  known. 

.  It  was  first  reported  (I  mean  in  the  British 
that  these  regiments  h;jd  marched  to 


•  •  •  •  •  ♦ 
support  I’roctor,  who  it  Is  said,  wrote  that  he 
would  be  compelled  to  surrender  if’  upt  sup-I 
ported. 

I  am  pretty  sure,  however,  that  tliey  are 
gone  Iwiow.  The  movement  of  our  ariuv,  be¬ 
low,  seems  to  have  been  known  in  tbe  Hrilish 
lines  as  early  as  tbe  3d  instant,  together  with 
the  iinmediate  objects  in  view ;  hence  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  coucluding  that  all  the  move¬ 
ments  of  l!ie  enemy  will  concentrate  at  Kings¬ 
ton. 

Chapin,  who  has  been  commissioned  lieuten¬ 
ant  colonel,  inarched  last  evening  up  the  lake, 
witli  about  100  volunteers  under  his  command, 
and  was  followed  tliis  morning  by  generiJs 
M'CIuro  and  f’oiter,  with  about  1000  men,  In¬ 
dians  and  militia  included.  There  is  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  their  coming  up  with  the  ciu  my,  or  they 
would  be  in  great  danger  of  total  annihilation. 

Vincent  took  henco  with  him  about  a  thou¬ 
sand  or  eleven  hniidied  regulars.  Many  of  the 
militia  letl  this  with  the  avowed  design  of  plun¬ 
der  ;  but  I  fear  from  reports,  that  the  British 
have  lell  the  miserable  inhnbitcints  without  a- 
ny  thing  to  be  ravished.  I  expect  genera 
M'CIure  back  to  morrow  evening,  as  be  only 
took  with  him  supplies  for  t'vo  days ;  he  will 
probably  go  as  far  as  “  the  21).” 

Oil  the  8th,  Chapin  went  out  with  a  small 
party  and  attacked  one  of  the  enemy’s  piquets, 
which  brought  on  a  skirmish,  in  which  many  of 
colonel  Swift’s  regiment  pailicipatcd.  After  a 
great  loss  of  aimnuuition,  the  parties  retired  to 
tiieir  respective  Ciimfis  witii  little  loss  on  either 
side  ;  we  made  and  lost  a  prisoner,  had  two  In¬ 
dians  killed^  and  two  other  men  wounded.  We 
hear  tiie  enemy  had  five  men  wounded. 

I  had  this  morning  made  an  an  augement,  on 
application  of  general  M*Clure,  to  be  relieved 
in  the  conmiand  of  this  post  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  iirstant,  with  an  intention  of  taking  up 
my  line  of  march  for  Sackett’s  Harbour,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  discretion  allowed  me  in  tlie  in¬ 
structions  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  you 
at  this  place.  My  situation  Iuls  become  truly 
insupportable  :  without  the  possibility  of  an  at¬ 
tack  at  tills  post,  and  without  the  possibility  of 
reaching  you  time  enough  to  share  in  the  glory 
of  impending  operations  below.  I  am,  never¬ 
theless,  flattered  with  the  assurance  that  trans¬ 
port  will  Im;  forwarded  lor  ray  removal,  and  to 
favour  that  intention,  I  propose  taking  up  my 
line  of  march  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  for  the 
mouth  of  Gcuncssee  river,  and  there  await  the 
arrival  of  the  vessels  you  are  good  enough  to 
promise  me.  By  this  movement,  captain  Mix 
thi  ks  with  me,  tliat  I  shall  hasten  my  arrival 
at  Sackett’s  Harbour,  five,  ppssibly  ten  days. 
Captain  Camp  has  a  sufficient  number  of  wag¬ 
ons  to  take  me  thither :  I  can  easily  make  tliat 
place  by  tlie  evening  of  the  Idth.  I  hope  I 
shall  have  your  approbation,  and  every  thing  is 
arranged  with  brigadier  M ‘Cl lire. 

Knowing  your  wishes  respecting  the  invalids 
or  subjects  for  discharge,  and  fearing  that  wa¬ 
ter  might  not  b''  .bad  till  the  season 
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fvas  too  far  atlvanceil  for  their  removal,  I  have  the  brigadier  general,  but  I  thj?ik  neither  of 
veiitur*  fl  to  send  lieutenant  Archer  (paymaster  them  was  present  at  the  a’eove  p^Tiod. — Major 
of  the  20tn,  who  was  left  here  without  orders)  genciul  Wilkinson  in  his  order  to  for  tlie 
on  command  to  Greenbush,  witli  KK)  men  of  removal  of  the  rt  gnbi*  t?cops  on  that  frontier, 
this  description.  It  was  a  measure  approved  exeepted  the  tw«>  companies  of  ti;e  ist  ailille- 
of  by  doctor  Mann,  and  I  hope  not  contrary  to  ry  then  at  fort  Niagara.  And  under  the 
yonr  wishes  and  intentions.  Doctor  Hugo,  snr-  position  that  I  sliould  meet  water  tran^^ert  for 
geon’s  mate  of  t);e  14th  (iUso  left  here  without  my  detachment  at  the  moutti  of  the  Genu  '‘ssf^e 
ordei*s)  accompanied  the  detachment.  The  river,  I  had  his  orders  to  take  with  no*  the 
quarter-master’s  department  furnished  eight  whole  of  tiie  convalescents  left  in  the  diflerent 
wagons  oil  my  req^iisUion.  liospitals  by  the  regiments  which  had  aecom- 


The  sick  list  of  the  garrison  is  much  reduced  pimied  him.  This  order  I  oompIiv*d  witii.” 


since  yoiir  departure,  (I  have  the  honour  torn-  ISote— Hy  th^aiTringempnisof  tiie  wnrdepni-t.nent, 

«loSP.  luy  ITUort  of  this  morning)  and  doctor  biijadi^  gen.  ral  Toru-r,  the  UniM  army. 

m,  .  _  '•*  u _ 1  . lor  comni'Aiiil  on  the  ISngara  trc.nti' r, 

Mann  lia.>  oischaiged  many  pati  nls  Ir  m  hr.  p^r‘^*n.u]arlv  that  of  fort  George.  In  the  hUer 

hospital  :  f  also  enclose  yon  his  fast  report,  general  W  ilkinson  Ribslitiued  for  iwin  rohineJ 

Tliose  marked  “subjects  for  discharge”  are  Scott,  of  thf*  3d  regiment  of  artidery,  with  provi.-ional 


pail  of  the  number  sent  ofl’to  Grcenbnsli. 

Do<*tor  Mann  and  captain  Camp  have  con- 
clndctl  to  remove  the  general  hospital  to  “  the 
Elevi  n  Mile  creek,”  near  Buffaloe,  the  bar- 


orders  to  join  the  army  nt  Sr.cketl’s  H  irbotir. 

fi  ur  Office,  Feb,  8,  1313. 
Ordered,  That  captain  l.fionaid  (1st  regi¬ 
ment  of  ailillery)  be  arrested,  and  t’»at  liis 


racks  at  which  place  w  ill  b<^  sufficient  for  t!)c  be  supplied  by  Capt.  Armistcad,  ol  the 

reception  of  the  whole  of  tlie  sick,  with  some  same  regiment. 

trifling  rep.iirs.  JOH\  AR.MST^.Oi^G. 

1  have,  by  working  almost  niglit  and  ^dajulant  gC7\eral  Cush.n^. 

greatly  improved  the  defences  of  tliis  post,  aiid  |  Extract  of  a  tetter  fro^m  anjufnnf  gerural  Tho^ 
nearly  lillod  up  the  idea  of  the  engineer.  I  Hat- 1  mas  Ii.  Cuf^hing  to  captain  George  K.  ArmU 


ter  myselfthat  I  have  also  improved  the  garri¬ 
son  ill  disi'iplinc. 


stead,  dated  at  this  office.  Feb.S,  1813. 

Sir — “  You  will  please  to  proceed  to  Nia- 


1  must  apologise  for  the  haste  in  which  this  gara,  in  the  8tat«  of  New-York,  and  relieve 
is  written,  but  captain  Mix  proposes  to  sail  im  captain  Nathaniel  liconard  in  tlie  command  of 
mediately,  and  I  fear  to  debiin  him  a  moment,  j  tlie  company  of  artillerists  now  at  t!iat‘  post ; 
I  think  1  shall  certiinly  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  i  which, company  is  to  be  returned  and  .mustered 


Gennessee  by  the  15th  last. 

I  have  Uie  honour  to  be,  <:ir, 

^V.  SCOTT, 


Colonel  commanding. 


jifffjor  General  IfUkinson,  command¬ 
ing,  Sec.  &T.  S(c, 


in  your  aame  from  and  after  the  day  on  which 
yon  receive  tlie  command  of  it ;  and  captain 
I  LeonanI  will  be  instructed  to  deliver  the  said 
j  company  to  you,  witli  books,  papers,  clothing, 
!  and  every  thing  appertaining  to  it. 

1  “  Yon  will  call  on  major  general  Dearborn 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  colonel  If  infield  Scott  j 
to  tlie  Secretary  of  Ifar,  dated  Ccorgeionn, ! 
(Col.J  Dec.  31,  1813.  i 

“  At  yonr  desire,  I  have  the  honour  to  make 
tlie  following  report : 

“  I  left  fort  George  on  the  13th  of  October 
last,  by  order  of  major  general  Wilkinson,  with 
the  wliole  of  the  regular  troops  of  that  garrison, 
and  w  as  relieved  by  brigadier  general  M*Cinre,  | 
with  a  body  of  tiie  New-York  detached  militia. 

“  Fort  George,  as  a  field  work,  might  be 
coii'ildered  as  complete  at  tiiat  periiMl.  It  was 
garnished  with  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  (which 
nnmlxT  might  easily  have  been  increased  from 
the  spare  orthiaiice  at  the  opposite  fort)  with 
an  ample  supply  of  fixed  ammunition,  &c.  &c. 
&e.  as  the  enclosed  receipt  for  tiiese  aiticles 
will  exhibit. 

“  Fort  Niagara,  on  the  14l!i  October,  was 
under  the  immediate  command  of  captain 
Leonard,  1st  artillery,  who,  besides  his  owm 
company,  liad  captain  Read’s  of  the  same  regi¬ 
ment,  together  w  itli  such  of  brigadier  general 
M‘Clure’s  brigade  as  had  refused  to  cross  the 
river.  Lieutenant  colonels  Flemming,  Bloom, 
and  Dobbins  of  the  militia,  had  successively 
been  iu  the  eomniand  of  tliis  ibrt  by  order  of 


at  Albany,  and  receive  bis  orders.” 

Adjutant  and  inspector  generaVs  office, 

IVashington,  Jan,  22,  1814. 
The  al)ovp  is  a  ti  ue  copy  of  the  original,  as 
recorded  in  this  office. 

J.  B.  W  ALBACH,  Adjutant  general. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a^utani  general  Tho¬ 
mas  H.  Cushing  to  major  general  Henry 
Dearborn,  dated  at  this  office  ^Ih  February, 
181.3. 

“  The  conduct  of  captain  Leonard  at  Niaga¬ 
ra  has  Ijcen  represeiiled  in  a  very  unfavourable 
light  to  tlie  secretary  of  w  ar,  who  has  instruct¬ 
ed  me  to  send  captain  Goorgp  Armlstead  to  re¬ 
lieve  him  in  the  command  of  the  company  at 
that  post,  and  1  have  instructed  captain  Arrai- 
stead  to  proceed  on  his  jonmey  immediately, 
and  to  wait  on  you  for  any  instnictioos  yon 
may  think  proper  to  give.  Captain  Leonard 
must  not  exercise  command  until  his  conduct 
has  been  inquired  into.” 

Adjutant  and  inspector-general's  office. 

If  askington,  22d  January,  1814. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  Uie  original  as 
recorded  in  this  office, 

J.  B.  WALB ACH, 
Adjutmt  general. 
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,  Extract  qf  a  letter  to  the  Sceretaiy  of  li’ arfrom 

major  George  ^innhtead.  I'ort  M*Hermf, 

Januai'y  19,  1814. 

“  Captain  L«'onar(l  not  arrecied  or 
brought  to  trial  during  my  stay  oi^  tho  frontier ; 
nor  »vas  he  ever  iiistriietcd,  to  my  kiiou  ledge, 
to  give  me  the  command  of  his  company.” 

War  Dejtarlfnent^  October  4,  1813. 

Sir — ITnde!*standing  that  the  defence  of  the 
post  committeii  to  your  charge,  uia^  rentier  it 
proper  to  destroy  the  toirii  of  Newark,  yon  aiT 
lierehy  directed  to  apprise  its  inhabitants  of 
this  circumstance,  and  to  invite  tliem  to  re¬ 
move  themselves  anti  their  effects  to  some 
place  of  greater  safety.” 

JOHN  ARMSTROxNG. 
Brigadier  general  M*‘Clure, 

General  Harrison'^s  orders  to  general M*  Chirr. 

Head-qttarters^  iXenark^  JVov,  l/i,  1813. 

Dear  Sir — Joeing  ordered  to  return  to  the 
westward  you  will  be  pleased  to  resume  the 
command  m  hich  you  received  previous  to  my 
anival  at  this  place.  ; 

The  ordets  rrhichyou  heretofore  have  re¬ 
ceived  will  govern  ymi.  It  will  be  necessary 
that  you  keep  a  vigilant  eye  over  the  disaffect¬ 
ed  part  of  the  inhahitants,  and  I  reeonMiieiul 
that  you  maki'.  use  of  the  zeal,  activity,  and  lo¬ 
cal  knowledge  w'hieii  eojouel  Willeocks  cer¬ 
tainly  possesses  to  eonnterart  tlie  macliinations 
of  our  i  nemy  and  ensure  the  confidence  of  our 
friends  amongst  tlie  inhalntants.  It  will,  how¬ 
ever,  I  am  persuaded,  be  your  wish,  as  it  is 
yoin  duty,  to  guard  the  latter  as  much  as  pos- 
ftible  fmm  oppression. 

The  volunteers  wliieh  were  lately  called  cut 
will  be  retaincHl  as  long  as  yon  consider  their 
gervices  necessary ;  the  draited  militia,  until 
further  orders  are  received  from  the  secretary 
of  war. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  enemy  to  send  the  greater  part  of 
the  troops  which  they  have  at  Biirliiigtoii  and 
York  to  Kingston,  and  to  make  York  the  right 
of  their  line.  l"hey  may,  however,  have  a 
small  command  at  Burlington,  and  those  may 
be  so  securely  posted  as  to  rendex  them  safe 
from  any  desultory  exf>edition  you  jnay  set  on 
foot ;  but  it  is  desirable  to  have  any  suppliers 
which  they  may  have  collected  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  desti’oyed ;  and  shoiihi  the  success 
below  be  not  such  as  to  promise  possession  of 
the  w'hole  of  the  upper  province,  may  be  de¬ 
stroy  ed. 

Captains  Leonard  and  Reed,  or  either  of 
them,  are  appointed  to  muster  your  troops 
when  and  where  yon  tliink  jwoper. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  should  not 
do  justice  to  my  feelings,  if  1  were  not  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  zeal  and  talents  with  which  you 
have  managed  your  command.  Your  conduct 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  extremely  judi¬ 
cious  and  proper  throughout,  and  your  troops 
exhibit  a  state  of  improvement  and  subordina¬ 
tion  which  is  at  once  honourable  to  your  offi¬ 
cers  and  tliemseJves. 


Fort  Gfxtrge,  Nor.  J7, 1813. 

Dear  Sir — Major  general  Harrison  embark¬ 
ed  with  his  troo|>s  yesterday,  on  board  the  fleet 
destined  for  Saekett’s  Harbor,  leaving  the  coin- 
maiid  once  more  in  my  hands.  Owing  to  con¬ 
tinued  opposing  winds,  the  fleet  has  not  yet 
gotten  out  of  sigfit.  , 

A  correspiunleuce  which  took  place  between 
the  genenil  and  myself,  copies  of  which  are 
herewith  sent,  will  at  once  explain  to  you  ray 
views  and  feelings  relative  to  tlie  operations 
proposed  to  have  been  effected  on  this  frontier. 
1  am  coufldeiit  that  the  expressions  of  regret 
made  by  general  Harrison,  are  equally  sincere 
w  ith  mine*  •  though  we  both  acquiesce  in  the 
necessity  which  ilictatwl  his  abandonment  of 
the  projecteil  evpetlition  against  Burlington. 

About  400  volunteers  have  repaired  to  this 
post  under  my  late  call,  made  in  conformity 
with  general  Harrison’s  wishes  and  request.  A 
few  are  still  etMiiing  in,  !  shall  take  care  that 
they  shall  not  be  unemployed,  I  am  tips  mo¬ 
ment  sending  out  a  detachment  of  200  mount¬ 
ed  volunteers,  with  dirt‘ctious  to  penetrate  the 
enemy’s  lines  as  far  as  practicable  with  safety. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  am  making  preparations 
for  moving  in  force  against  them,  unless  the  in- 
ti'lligence  expected  from  this  excursion  siiould 
be  such  as  to  make  it  improper. 

Accounts  of  the  enemy’s  force  still  vary 
much.  A  dcseitex  came  in  to-day,  who  repre¬ 
sents  their  forc»e  to  be  1,600  regulars,  and  800 
Iiulians,  at  Burlington  and  Stony  CrcK^k,  The 
former  I  think  is  magnified. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  ci>rrect  opinion  of 
their  intended  movements.  At  one  time  they 
appear  to  lie  sending  down  tlieir  stores  and  de¬ 
tachments  of  troops  to  York.  At  this  time  it 
is  said  they  aie  reinforcing,  foitifying,  and 
hiiiidiug  barracks. 

The  term  of  service  of  my  troops  will  expire 
on  the  9tli  December.  It  can  hardly  be  cjxpect- 
ed  that  many  w  ill  willingly  continue  in  service 
a  longer  time.  Your  excellency  will  at  once 
see  the  necessity  of  prompt  arrangements  be¬ 
ing  made  to  supply  tiieir  place,  if  it  be  con¬ 
templated  to  retain  this  garrison. 

I  enclose  herein  my  late  address,  made  un¬ 
der  the  sanction  of  genera  I  Harrison. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  excellency’s 
obedient  humble  servant, 

GEO.  M’CLUHE, 
Brigadier  general. 
His  excellency  John  Armstrongs 
secretary  qf  war. 

Fort  Georges  November  15,  1813. 

Dear  Sir — The  subject  of  our  conversation 
this  morning  has  occupied  my  most  serious  re¬ 
flections.  The  deadly  blow  heretolbre  given 
to  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens  on  tliis  frontier, 
has  prepared  them  lor  murmurs  and  com¬ 
plaints  ;  those  who  are  not  on  their  march, 
have  left  their  homes  and  their  business  under 
great  sacriflees,  with  the  moral  certainty  of  l^; 
ing  brouglit  into  action. 
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^en  a  delay  of  a  few  days  ;  and  should  Uic 
troops  that  aie  here  oot  get  down  bet'ore  the 
hike  is  frozen,  our  fleet  smy  be  destroyed  for 
ike  want  qf  their  aid,  I  cannot,  therefore, 
take  upon  myself  the  respomibllity  of  delaying 
tke*r going  down  even  a  day.  Will  you  be  so 
l^ood,  at  a  proper  time,  as  to  explain  the  abore 
circumstances  to  the  patriots  wiio  Ictl  their 
homes  with  the  intention  of  assisting  me  to 
drive  the  enemy  far  from  our  borders,  and  as> 
sure  them  tliat  I  recollect  with  the  warmest 
gratitude,  the  partiaiity  they  have  been  pleased 
to  express  for  me,  and  their  preference  of  serv¬ 
ing  under  my  command. 

I  will  direct  payment  to  be  made  to  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  for  rations  and  forage  in  coming  out. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  healtli  and 
iiappiuess,  and  believe  me  sincerely. 

Your  friend, 

WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 

General  McClure, 

E%tract  of  a  letter  from  brigadier  general  AT* 

Clure  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Fort 

George^  Nov.  21, 1813. 

“  My  mounted  men  have  returned  from  the 
head  of  the  lake,  liaviug  progressed  ivithin 
sight  of  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  Stony  creek. 
Colonel  VVileocks,  who  coinmaadcd,  reports, 
that  from  the  best  information  he  could  collect, 
Uie  enemy’s  force  consists  of  from  12  to  15  hun¬ 
dred  regulars  aud  nine  hundred  Indian  war¬ 
riors.  They  have  disctiarged  their  teams,  and 
apparently  intend  wintering  tliere  ai^  at  Bur¬ 
lington. 

•*  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  disfo<igc  them 
from  their  position,  but  I  fear  my  force  is  insuf¬ 
ficient  for  that  object.  At  this  inclement 
season  it  might  be  attended  witli  serious  con¬ 
sequences  to  attempt  any  tiling  more  than  dev 
iiiltory  excursions.  The  volunteers  who  have 
fcitely  come  in,  must,  however,  be  actively  em¬ 
ployed,  Of  tliey  will  return  to  their  homes. 
The  drafted  militia  on  tliis  side  the  Niagara 
are,  pertiaps,  equal  to  any  troops  in  the  United 
States.  I  regret  that  their  term  of  service  will 
expire  so  soon.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  offering  a  small  bounty  to  sudi  of 
Uiem  as  will  volunteer  to  serve  a  longer  time 
after  their  present  term  of  service  expires ;  say 
for  one  or  two  ninths,  or  until  otiier  troops 
can  he  sent  on  to  supply  their  places. 

“  IShould  1  move  with  my  troops  towards  the 
head  of  tlie  lake,  the  greatest  advantage  I  can 
promise  myselC  will  be,  to  destroy  some  con¬ 
tiguous  mills,  and  to  bring  off  a  quantity  of 
llour,  which  is  becoming  scarce  with  us.’' 

Albariy^  25th  November^  1813. 

Sib— Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been 
i^ceived,  and  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  a  re¬ 
quisition  for  one  thousand  militia,  to  take  tlie 
places  of  tliose  now'  with  you,  has  been  made 
and  will  be  complied  with  as  promptly  as  pos¬ 
sible  by  the  governor. 

You  say  nothing  ot'the  volunteer  corps  which 
gi^eral  Porter  engaged  to  raise,  and  which  was 
uitfiorkeu  by  me.  If  in  this  effort, 
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The  last  address  which  I  issued  undei  your 
directions,  and  which  I  am  happy  to  litKi  has 
met  your  approbation,  gives  them  rtUNon  lor 
indulging  the  expectation  of  sen’ ice,  and  they 
are  anxious  to  drive  the  enemy  from  tlu  ir  bor¬ 
ders  tor  ever. — The  high  chaiacter  of  general 
Harrison,  combined  with  these  circ«unistaiK*f.* 
has  excited  strong  interest  in  the  public  mind 
relative  to  our  operations. 

In  this  peculiar  situation  of  affairs,  I  feel  it  to 
be  due  to  the  gallant  volunteers  am!  uiintia, 
who  are  assembled  ami  collec.ling,  and  to  my 
own  reputation,  most  respectfully  to  solicit, 
tliat  if  it  is  not  iincompalihle  with  yourinstnio 
tioiis  and  your  better  jmigiiieiit,  you  will  not 
abandon  our  projected  expi'ditiuii  against  Bur¬ 
lington  heights;  siieli  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the 
militia,  and  1  have  no  doubt  the  soldiers  under 
your  command  are  equally,  H‘  out  more  Ucsiroug 
of  the  employ  meat. 

My  anxiety  on  the  subject,  I  trust,  will  ex¬ 
cuse  the  appt?aranee  of  any  dfsres|)ect  in  ma¬ 
king  this  communication,  which  is  certainly 
far  I'rom  my  feelings.  My  confidence  in  the 
valour,  ability,  ainl  prudence  of  general  Harri¬ 
son,  will  ilispost'  me  iiiost  clieerlully  to  submit 
to  any  arrangements  he  ii/ay  be  bound  to 
make,  however  gi’cat  iiray  he  my  disappoiat- 
meut  in  their  result. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  he, 

Witii  the  utmost  respect. 

Your  obeilient  s^Tvant, 

GEO.  M’CLURE. 

Major  general  Harrison. 

Head  quarters^  Newark^  Nov.  15, 1813. 

Deab  Sir — Your  k'ttcrto  me  of  this  room¬ 
ing  has  biH'u  received.  1  feel  most  severely 
the  weight  of  the  reasons  which  yon  urge  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  intended  expedition  to  Bur* 
iington.  The  dis«ippointinent,  however,  to  the 
brave  ami  patriotic  men,  who  have  turae<l  out 
under  the  expectation  of  serving  their  country 
effectually  hi  the  heUl  at  this  inclement  season, 
is  the  most  painful  circumstance  attending  it, 
as  I  am  well  convinced  from  the  information 
received  this  moming  and  last  evening  that  the 
enemy  are  removing  as  fast  as  possible  fr(fm  the 
head  of  the  lake  to  Kingston,  which  has  been 
left  w'itli  a  very  small  part  of  the  foice  that  was 
lately  tliere,  and  it  is  more  than  prolxible  that 
should  we  advance  in  force,  the  enemy  having 
now  none  but  effective  men  at  Burlington, 

I  would  destroy  the  stores  which  they  have  re- 
m^iniug  there,  and  retreat  too  rapidly  to  be 
overtaken.  There  are  conshlcrations  however, 
which  would  make  it  extremely  desirable  to 
make  an  expedition  of  force  in  that  quarter, 
but  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  war  leave  me  no  alternative. 

Commodore  Chauntey  is  extremely  pressing 
that  the  troops  should  immediately  embark,  de* 
daring  that  tlie  navigation  at  tills  season  to 
small  vessels  Is  very  dangerous.  ’'Hie  force  at 

Sackett’s  Harbour  is  - .  The  troops  at 

York  are  all  hastening  down  to  Kingston. 

SackeVi  Harbour  may  be  endangered  by 
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he  luis  failed,  what  arc  you  to  expect  from  mi¬ 
litia  draughts,  witli  their  constitutional  scru¬ 
ples  ?  Oil  the  other  hand,  should  he  have  suc- 
ceeihxl,  and  should  general  Harrison’s  opinion 
of  tiie  intentions  and  movements  of  the  enemy 
be  well  founded,  your  force  will  be  com|>ctent 
to  somewhat  more  than  defence. 

Tiie  general  w’as  not  under  orders  to  quit  tlic 
Niagara  frontier  at  any  p^iilicular  time.  His 
movement,  in  this  respect,  ivas  matter  of  ar¬ 
rangement  with  commodore  Chaunccy,  and 
this  ivas  necessarily  subject  to  considerations 
arising  from  weatlier  and  season. 

In  the  application  of  your  present  force,  and 
in  the  means  you  take  to  enlarge  and  continue 
it  throughout  the  winter,  you  w  ill  b?  guided  by 
the  orders  rex>€ivcd  from  the  coniuiauding  gen¬ 
eral,  at  the  time  he  left  you,  and  by  such  otlicis 
as  he  may  give  to  you  hercal'ler. 

JOHN  AIOISTRONG. 
Brigadier  general  McClure, 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from  Mr,  Parker,  C,  C, 
of  the  war  department,  to  general  M'Clure, 
dated  war  office,  Nov,  27,  1813. 

“  la  the  absence  of  tlie  secrctury  of  war,  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  llic  president 
your  letU'rs  of  the  19tli  and  21st  instant,  w  ith 
Iheii'  euclosiues.  TJiC  measures  which  you 
have  adopted  to  increase  your  command  on  the 
Niagara  frontier  arc  approved  by  the  presi¬ 
dent. 

“  Shoidd  tlie  men,  whose  term  of  service 
expires  in  Decemlier,  withdraw  from  the  fron¬ 
tier,  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  continuing 
tlie  officers  who  compose  the  court  martial  un¬ 
til  they  discharge  that  duty. 

“  Although  there  is  no  law  authorising  the 
president  to  give  a  bounty  to  such  militia  as 
frill  remain  in  service  after  tlieir  time  expires 
still  as  it  would  render  your  force  more  effi¬ 
cient  than  a  neiv  drai't,  (even  if  the  men  could  j 
be  obbiincd,)  I  have  no  hcsitatio»i  in  recom¬ 
mending  that  you  adopt  such  further  measures 
as  will  insure  the  prtdectioii  of  fort  George 
and  the  Niagara  fi-ontier,  until  other  means  of 
defence  be  providetl. 

“  For  this  purpose  tlic  paymasters,  serving 
with  your  troops,  may  be  required  to  make 
such  payments  or  advances  as  you  shall  think 
proper  to  order.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  frmn  brigadier  general 
M'Clure  ( N,  Y,  militia)  to  the  secretary  of 
mar,  dated  Niagara,  Dec,  10,  1813. 

”  This  day  found  fort  George  left  to  be  de¬ 
fended  by  only  sixty  effective  regular  troops, 
under  captains  Rodgers  and  Hampton  of  the 
24th  regiment  of  United  States’  infantry,  and 
probably  forty  volunteers.  Within  the  last 
three  days  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia 
has  been  expiring  and  they  have  i*e-crossed  the 
river  almost  to  a  man.  Foreseeing  the  defence¬ 
less  situation  in  which  the  fort  was  leit,  1  had 
autiiorised  some  of  my  most  active  subalterns 
to  raise  volunteer  companies  for  two  montlis, 
and  offered  a  bounty  in  addition  to  the  month’s 
pay.  It  is  with  regret  I  have  to  say  that  this 


expedient  failed  of  producing  the  desired  ef¬ 
fect.  A  very  inconsiderable  number  indeed 
were  willing  to  engage  for  a  ftirtlier  term  of 
service,  on  any  conditions. 

“  From  the  most  indubitable  information,  I 
learn  tliat  the  enemy  are  advancing  in  fi)rce. — 
This  day  a  scouting  party  of  colonel  Wilcocks’ 
volunteers  came  in  contact  with  their  advance 
at  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  lost  four  prisonei's  and 
one  killed  ;  one  of  the  former  they  gave  up  to 
t!ie  savages.  This  niovemeiit  determined  me 
in  calling  a  council  of  the  principal  regular  and 
militia  officers  left  at  fort  George  tliis  morning. 
They  all  accorded  iu  opinion  tliat  tlie  fort  wast 
not  teiKibie  with  the  remnant  of  force  left  in  it. 
I,  in  consequence,  gave  orders  for  evacuating 
the  foil  since  dusk,  and  w'itli  but  three  boaU 
have  brought  ovc  r  all  the  light  artilleiy,  and 
most  of  the  anns,  equipage,  ammunition,  &c. 
and  shall  doubtless  have  time  to  dispose  of  the 
licavy  cannon  betbre  the  enemy  makes  bis  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  village  of  Newark  is  now  iu 
flames — the  few  remaining  inhabitants  iu  it, 
having  been  noticed  of  our  intention,  were  en¬ 
abled  to  remove  their  proptTty.  Tiie  houses 
were  generally  vacant  long  bel'ore.  This  stop 
has  not  been  taken  without  counsel,  and  is  in 
conformity  with  the  views  of  your  cxccllcncyf 
disclosed  to  me  in  a  former  communication, 

“  The  enemy  are  now  completely  sliut  out 
from  any  hopes  or  means  of  w  intei  ing  in  the 
vicinity  of  foit  George,  it  is  tiuly  mortifying 
to  me  that  a  part  of  tlie  militia  at  least  could 
not  have  been  prevailed  on  to  vontinne  in  ser¬ 
vice  for  a  longer  term  ;  but  the  circuni''’tance  of 
their  having  to  live  in  tents  at  this  inelcment 
season,  added  to  that  of  the  paymaster’s  com¬ 
ing  on  only  pi'epared  to  I'urnish  them  with  one 
out  of  three  months’  pay,  has  had  all  the  bad 
effects  tliat  can  be  imagined.  The  best  and 
most  subordinate  militia  that  have  yet  been  on 
this  frontier,  finding  that  their  wages  were  mit 
ready  for  them,  became,  w  illi  some  aicritori- 
Gus  exceptions,  a  disaflected  and  ungovernable 
multitude. 

“  December  1 1 .  I  have  this  moment  re¬ 
ceived  a  conurmnicdlion  from  the  governor  of 
this  state,  covering  a  requisition  on  major  gen¬ 
eral  Hall  for  1,(HK)  men..  It  Is  probable  that 
not  more  than  six  or  seven  hundred  will  rendez¬ 
vous  0(1  this  ffonticr,  which  w  ill,  in  iny  hum¬ 
ble  opinion,  b(i  not  more  than  competent  to  iti 
proper  protection,  as  some  will  have  to  be  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Black  Rock,  Sciilosser,  and  Lewis- 
town. 

“  I  have  written  to  general  P.  B.  Porter,  de¬ 
siring  him  to  employ  the  Indians  for  the  pitv 
tection  of  Biiflalo  until  the  detacliment  ar¬ 
rives.  Our  shipping  is  in  danger.  No  exer¬ 
tion  will  be  wanting,  witliio  Uie  pale  of  our 
limited  means,  to  afford  the  protection  contem¬ 
plated.” 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  Major  I^ee, 

of  the  regiment  of  infantry,  deputy 

paymarter  <f  the  Jrmy  at  Utica, 

Sir— Yon  will  immediately  take  measure* 
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(o  pay  off  the  brigade  of  M‘ A  rthiir  ( 1 ,300  men) 
at  iort  George,  and  the  militia  volunteers,  and 
Indians  under  general  M‘CInre.  Send  an  as¬ 
sistant  without  loss  of  time  on  this  business. 

1  am,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Shelden's,  Xai\  4,  1811. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  brigadier  general 
3I^Chire  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dater  Head 
quarters,  Niagara,  December  13,  1813. 

•*  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  writing  you, 
the  enemy  has  appeare<l  In  considerable  force 
on  the  opposite  shore  ;  but  having  deprived 
hem  of  a  shelter,  they  are  marching  up  to 
Queeaston,  and  appear  to  be  fortifying  on  the 
heights.  Several  himdied  Indians  have  ap¬ 
peared.  1  have  prevailed  on  lieutenant  colo¬ 
nel  Greaves  and  about  one  hundred  of  his  re¬ 
giment  of  artillerists  to  reiiiain  in  the  service 
one  month  longer,  until  the  detachment  of  mi¬ 
litia  which  1  have  o(n1(  icdy  arrives  here.  I 
have  directed  the  colonel,  wKh  two  pieces  of 
artilleiy,  to  Lewiston,  to  o])cn  a  hot  shot  on 
Qiicenston,  and  deprive  them  of  quarters  there 
also.  Yo!1  will  oijseiTo  from  my  di>patcli  of 
ycsterdiiy,  that  every  buildiug  in  Ncwai-k  is  re¬ 
duced  to  aslies.  The  enemy  is  much  exasper¬ 
ated,  and  wili  make  a  descent  on  this  fi  onlicr, 
If  possible  ;  but  I  shall  watch  them  close  w  ith 
my  handful  of  men,  until  a  reiiiforceincnt  of 
militia  and  volunteers  arrive,  w  hen  I  shall  en¬ 
deavour  to  repossess  myself  of  Fort  Georg#’,  i 
and  drive  them  back  to  Burlington.  I  am  not 
a  little  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  will  take 
advantige  of  the  exposed  situation  of  Buffalo 
and  our  shipping  tliere.  My  w  hole  effective 
force  on  tliis  extensive  frontier,  including  the 
garrison  at  fort  Niagara,  does  not  exceed  two 
liiindrcd  and  fifty  nioii.  1  have  sent  an  ex¬ 
press  to  Mr.  Granger,  the  Indian  agent,  to  call 
out  the  Indians  ;  an  exhibition  of  tw’o  or  tlirec 
hundred  of  them  will  strike  more  terror  in  the 
British  than  one  thoiisaml  militia.  Permit  me 
to  observe  to  you,  sir,  that  it  is  all  imfK/nant 
that  payment  should  be  made  punctually  to 
the  Indians  every  month,  or  at  the  expiration 
of  the  term  they  may  volunteer  for.  They 
are  a  people  that  cannot  be  made  to  under¬ 
stand  the  difficulty  of  haviug  funds  here  at  all 
times  for  that  purpose.  1  would  beg  leave  to 
mention  that  Mr.  Granger  has  interested  him-  , 
self  warmly  in  support  of  the  governineut,  by 
his  endeavours  to  have  the  Indians  join  us  on 
every  occasioii,  and  accompanied  me  himself 

on  iny  late  expedition  to  tlie  twenty - . 

•  **  This  day  1  start  to  Buflalo,  which  place  1 
tliall  make  my  head-quarters.  1  will  reinforce 
this  ganison  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean 
time  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
promote  the  views  of  the  government,  and 
protect  the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  this 
tfontler.’* 

Head  Quarters,  Bvtffalo,  Dec.  22,  1813. 

Sir — I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
^notinciug  to  you  the  mortifying  intelligence 


of  the  loss  of  fort  Niagara.  On  the  morning 
of  the  19th  inst.  about  4  o’clock,  the  enemy 
crossed  the  river  at  the  “  Five  Mile  meadows*’ 
in  great  force,  consisting  of  regulars  and  In¬ 
dians,  who  made  their  way  undiscovered  to  the 
ganison,  which  froiif  the  most  correct  informa- 
tian  1  can  collec  t,  was  completely  surprised. 
Our  men  w  ere  nearly  all  asb  ep  in  their  tents ; 
the  eiHTiiy  rushed  in  and  eominenoed  a  most 
horrid  slaughter.  Such  as  escaped  the  fury  of 
tile  first  case  t,  retired  to  the  old  mess  house^ 
where  they  kept  up  a  destructive  lire  on  the 
enemy,  until  a  want  of  aminunition  comjiclled 
tliem  to  snrreder. 

Although  our  force  was  very'  inferior  and 
comparatively  small,  indeed,  I  am  induced 
to  tl‘iuk  that  the  disaster  is  not  attributable  to 
any  want  of  trotvps,  but  to  gross  neglect  in  the 
commandhig  officer  of  the  fort,  (captain  Leon¬ 
ard,)  in  not  preparing,  Ix'iiig  ready,  and  looking 
out  tor  the  expected  attack. 

i  have  not  iiePii  able  to  ascertain  correctly 
tlie  number  killed  and  wojinded.  About  twen¬ 
ty  regulars  have  escaped  out  of  the  fort ;  some 
badly  wounded.  Lienteiuint  Pe<  k,  24th  regi¬ 
ment,  is  killed,  and  it  is  salt!  three  others. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  the  enclosed  gen¬ 
eral  orders,  that  I  apjuehendcd  an  attack,  aii<! 
made  the  necessary  arrangements  to  meet  it, 
but  tiave  reason  to  believe,  from  inibiination 
received  by  those  who  have  made  their  escape, 
that  the  commandant  did  not  in  any  resper*. 
comply  with  those  orders. 

On  the  same  morning,  a  detachment  of  mi¬ 
litia  under  major  Bf  nnet,  stationed  at  Lewis^ 
ton  heights,  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  sava¬ 
ges  ;  but  the  major  and  his  little  corps, 
making  a  desperate  charge,  effected  their  re¬ 
treat  after  being  surroumled  by  several  hun¬ 
dred,  with  the  loss  of  six  or  eight,  who  doubt¬ 
less  were  killed,  among  whom  were  two  sons  of 
captain  Jom  s,  Indian  interpreter.  The  villa¬ 
ges  of  Youngstown,  Lewistow'n,  Manchester, 
and  the  Indian  Tusearora  village  were  reduced 
to  ashes,  and  the  inoffensive  inhabitants  w  ho 
could  not  escape,  were,  without  regard  to  age 
I  or  sex,  inhumanly  butchered  by  savages  head¬ 
ed  by  British  officers  painted.  A  British  offi- 
who  is  taken  prisoner,  avows  that  many  small 
children  were  murdered  by  the  Indians.  Ma¬ 
jor  Mallory,  who  was  stationed  at  SebJosser. 

I  witli  about  forty  Canadian  volunteers,  advanc- 
i  ed  to  Lewistown  heights,  and  compelled  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back  to 
the  foot  of  tlie  mountain.  The  major  is  a  me¬ 
ritorious  officer.  He  fought  the  enemy  two 
days,  and  contended  every  inch  of  ground  to 
the  Tantawanty  creek.  In  these  actitms  lieu¬ 
tenant  Lowe,  23d  regiment  U.  S.  army,  and 
eight  of  tlie  Cana<lian  volunteers  were  killed. 
1  had  myself  three  days  previous  to  the  attack 
on  Niagara,  left  it  with  a  view  of  providing  for 
the  defence  of  this  place,  Black  Rock,  ami  the 
other  villages  on  tiiis  frontier.  I  came  here 
without  ti  oo|^,  and  have  called  out  the  mL’itia 
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of  Gcunosm^et  Niagam,  and  Chataugay  coun¬ 
ties,  **  en  masse,'* 

This  place  was  then  thought  to  be  in  most 
iiiimineht  danger,  as  well  as  the  siiipping,  but  i 
have  no  doubt  is  non)  perfectly  secure.  Vol- 
nnteers  are  coming  in  great  numbers.  They 
are,  however,  a  species  of  troops  that  cannot 
be  expected  to  continue  in  service  for  a  long 
time.  In  a  few  days,  one  tfioiisaud  detached 
iniUtki,  lately  drafted,  will  be  on. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  yOur  obedient  hum¬ 
ble  servant, 

GEO.  M  CLURE, 
Brigadier  General^  Comindg. 
The  hon.  John  Armstrongs  secretary  of  war. 

December  181.3. 

Abstract  qf  the  morning  report  of  the  garrison 
qf  •  Fort  Niagaras  commanded  captain 

Leonard, 


Capt.  Leonard’s  company,  total  present 

74  absent  19 

Capt.  Hampton’s 

do. 

do. 

68 

do. 

17 

Lieut.  Peck’s  ^ 

do. 

do. 

118 

do. 

9 

liieut.  Frederick’s 

do. 

do. 

41 

do. 

Total  present  334  ab’st  45 
Aggregate  369 

IXX)MIS, 

Lieutenant  and  acting  Adjutant. 
JOHN  WILSON, 

Brigade  Major, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  George 
McClure  to  the  secretary  of  war^  dated  Bata- 
via,  25lh  Decembers  1813. 

**  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  on  the  night  on 
which  fort  Niagara  was  captured,  captain 
Leonard  was  much  intoxicated  and  left  tfio 
fort  about  11  o’clock,  P.  M.  I  am  assured 
that  he  has  since  given  himself  up ;  tliat  he  and 
femily  are  now  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the 
strait.  It  was  not  without  some  reluctance 
mat  I  left  him  in  command  of  the  ibrt,  hut 
there  was  no  alternative,  as  he  onti'anked  every 
other  officer.  His  uniform  attachment  to  Bri¬ 
tish  men  and  measures,  added  to  tlie  circiim- 
ttanc  of  his-  not  effecting  his  escape,  when  in 
his  power,  strengthens  me  in  a  suspicion  that 
there  was  a  secret  understanding  with  regard 
to  this  disgraceful  transactiou. 

“  Permit  nie  to  suggest  to  you,  sir,  that  un¬ 
less  regular  troops  aie  sent  t<*  this  frontier  im¬ 
mediately,  the  enemy  will  penetrate  into  the 
interior  of  oiir  country,  and  lay  waste  all  be¬ 
fore  them.  The  militia  will  do  to  act  with 
regulars,  but  not  without  them.  In  spite  of 
all  my  exertions  to  insure  subordination,  my 
late  detachment  ultimately  proved  to  be  very  i 
little  better  than  an  infuriated  mob.  It  was! 
not,  however,  the  fault  of  the  privates,  but  of 
such  officers  as  were  seeking  popularity,  and 
and  who  on  that  account  were  afraid  of  en¬ 
forcing  subordination  and  introducing  strict 
discipline. 

“  1  have  collected  from  the  different  recruit¬ 
ing  rendezvous  about  one  hundred  and  twenty, 
soldi ei\s,  aod  put  them  under  the  command  of 


lieutenant  Riddle  of  the  16th  United  Stitef^ 
infantry,  an  excelk*nt  and  deserving  officer. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  cominuiucatioil 
without  reporting  the  conduct  of  doctor  Gyre- 
nius  Chapin  ;  (late  lieutenant  colonel  of  volun¬ 
teers  ;)  to  him  in  great  measure,  ought  all  our 
disasters  to  be  imputed,  llis  publications  in 
the  Buffalo  Gazette,  that  the  enemy  had  a- 
bandoned  Burlington,  1  fear  had  the  desired 
effect.  1  have  found  him  an  unprincipled  dis- 
oigaiiizer.  Since  dismissing  him  and  bis  naa- 
raiidtiig  corps,  he  has  been  guilty  of  Uie  most 
outrageous  acts  of  mutiny,  if  not  of  treason* 
When  I  came  to  Buffiiloe,  accompanied  only* 
by  my  suite,  he  headed  a  mob  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  violence  to  my  feelings  and  person  ; 
and,  when  maichiiig  to  the  Rock  at  tlie. time  of 
alarm,  five  or  six  guns  were  discharged  at  me 
by  his  men  !  !” 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  general  Cass  to  thn 
secretaiy  of  wars  dated  IVilliamsvUles  11 
miles  east  of  Bv  falo s  January  \2s 
“  I  passed  this  day  the  ruins  of  Buffalo.  It 
exhibits  a  scene  of  distress  and  destruction^ 
such  as  I  have  never  before  witnessed. 

“  The  events  which  may  liave  recently 
transpired  in  this  quarter  have  l)ef*n  so  aston¬ 
ishing  and  unexpectiyl,  that  I  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  make  some  inquiry  into  their  chusco 
and  progress ,  and  doubting  whether  you  liave 
received  any  correct  infonnation  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject,  I  now  ti'ouble  you  with  the  detail. 

“  The  fall  of  Niagara  has  been  owing  to  the 
most  jcrfmina/  negligence.  The  force  in  it  was 
fuUy  competent  to  its  d^tnee.  The  command¬ 
ing  olficer,  captain  Leonard,  it  is  confidently 
said,  was  at  his  own  house  three  miles  from  the 
fort,  and  all  the  officers  appear  to  have  rested 
in  as  much  security  as  though  no  enemy  was 
near  them.  Captain  Rodgers  ami  captain 
Hampton,  both  of  the  24th,  had  companies  in 
the  fort.  Both  of  them  were  absent  from  it. 
Their  conduct  ought  to  be  strictly  investigated. 
I  am  also  told  that  major  Wallace  of  the  hth 
w  as  in  the  foil.  He  escaped  an<l  is  now  at  Erie. 

“  The  circiiiiistamTs  attending  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Buffalo  you  will  have  i^^iraed  before 
this  reaches  you.  But  the  force  of  tlie  enemy 
lias  l)een  greatly  magnified.  From  the  mok 
careful  examination  I  am  satisfied  that  not 
more  than  six  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  regu* 
lars,  militia,  and  Indians,  landed  at  Black  Rock. 
To  oppose  these  we  had  from  two  thousand 
five  hundred  to  three  thousand  militia. 
except  very  few  of  tliem,  behaved  in  the  most 
cowardly  manner.  They  fif'd  without  flischarg- 
iag  a  musket.  The  enemy  continued  on  thia 
side  of  the  river  till  Saturday.  All  tlieir  move¬ 
ments  beti'ayed  symptoms  of  apprehension.  A 
vast  quantity  nt*  property  was  left  in  the  town 
uninjured,  and  th^  Ariel,  which  lies  four  miles 
alHive  upon  the  beaclb  Since  tlie  1st. 

instant  they  have  made  no  movement.  They 
continue  In  tlie  possession  of  N  iagat-a,  and  will 
probably  retain  it|.uu(il  a  force  eompt^tiSiit  tm 
its  rcductiou  arrives  in  iti  vicinity.** 


